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Unveiling Lewiston’s Homeless

— Stephen

NEWS

Another Major Fire
Erupts in the City,
6 Families Homeless
by Stephen Provasnik
Yet another fire ripped through a
downtown Lewiston apartment building
Wednesday night leaving six families
homeless.
It is the third large scale apartment fire
since the beginning of this year.
While the cause of Wednesday’s fire
is still being determined it appears simi¬
lar to the previous two, one of which was
definitely arson. The cause of the other
fire is still under investigation.
The fire which raged through two
apartment buildings on Park and Birch
Streets broke out shortly before 8:30
p.m. when most of the residents were at
home. Firefighters from Lewiston and
Auburn were called to the scene and
power to the area was cut, darkening
much of the downtown area.
The victims of the fire, 15 people from
the six families who lived in the low-rent
buildings, were assisted by the Red
Cross emergency efforts which made
sure they had a place to stay the night.
‘‘At 'his point they are homeless . . .
some of them may have lost all of their
belongings,” Bonnie Bickford, execu¬
tive director of the Tri-county Chapter
of the American Red Cross, said.
“Probably not too many of them could
afford or chose to afford to insurance,”
she added.
As part of the Red Cross’s efforts the
families will be assisted in getting food,
clothes and a place to stay. “Most of
them will not be able to go back into that

building,” Bickford said, “but we have
a number of landlords in the area who
have told us they have vacancies.”
The Red Cross will help them reestab¬
lish themselves in new' apartments.
Since “they may or may not have
money for the first week’s rent,” Bick¬
ford said, the Red Cross will help them
meet the first payment. Most of the
dozen families left homeless from the

“At this point they arc home¬
less . . . some of them may have
lost all of their belongings.
Probably not too many of them
could afford or chose to afford
to insurance.”

fires earlier this year, Bickford said are
back into apartments.
According to Fire Chief Richard
Mailhot the fire, which began in the area
of a porch shared by the two buildings,
was caught in the attic and made it diffi¬
cult for the firefighters to vent the build¬
ing and get to the hot spots in the build¬
ing. Further complicating the situation
was the fact that the two buildings were
so close together.
Sgt. Barry Norris of the state Fire
Marshal’s office who was called in to in¬
vestigate the fire said the buildings are a
total loss.

Firefighters battle the blaze on Birch Street Wednesday night, which left six families home
less. Colin Browning photo.

March 4th Attacker Identified and Caught
by Staff Reporters
The attacker who assaulted a Bates
woman last March 4th w'as served a
summons Friday, March 10th, after be¬
ing identified by Bates Security.
“Through the efforts of this office we
identified and tracked down the individ¬
ual. We turned over that information
to the Lewiston Police Department and
they arrested him,” Mark McCracken,
director of Security, said.
Tate Marble, age 19, from Kent Hill,
Maine,, went to the Lewiston Police De¬
partment last Friday. “He came in with
a lawyer, was questioned and was sum¬
moned to court,” Lieutenant Herbert
Saucier, of the LPD, said.
A trial date has not been set according
to Saucier. No plea of guilty or not
guilty will be made by Marble until that
date.
Marble’s summons was on the charge
of unlawful sexual contact. That is a
class D offense in the state of Maine,
equivalent to a misdemeanor, McCraekcn said.
If found guilty he may serve less than
a lull year in jail and be subject to a
SI.000 fine.

The assault took place at approxi¬
mately 1 a.m. on the quad near Campus
Avenue. According to Saucier, Marble
did admit to being there.
Auto Vandals Struck Bates
and Lew iston
Last Friday night five cars parked on
Central Avenue by John Bertram Hall
had their side and rear windows shot out
by a person or persons with a B-B gun.
According to McCracken it is believed
that the vandals droye by in a car and
just fired .away.
The attack, however, was not a lone
incident. The same night from all over

“I am taking a rough guess but
. ... there were at least 100
(cars vandalized).”
—Lieutenant Herbert Saucier,
of the LPD.
the city the Lewiston Police Department
received dozens of calls reporting similar
attacks.

“I am taking a rough guess but I did
(the paperwork) . . . and there were at
least 100 (cars vandalized),” Lieutenant
Herbert Saucier, of the LPD, said.
“We’ve had large scale vandalism be¬
fore but I don’t know if they were this
large though,” Saucier added. So far
there are no suspects in the case but the

investigation is still going on, according
to Saucier.
All five cars vandalized on Central
Avenue belong to Bates students. The
damage is estimated to be in the hun¬
dreds of dollars but no exact figure has
yet been determined.

Life Beyond Bates
by Kristen Pierce

Hamilton: Nude Intruder
A naked man has recently been on the prowl at several colleges in
New England. Most recently, the man was arrested at Hamilton Col¬
lege, The Hamilton College Spectator reports. The man, John Seaver
Ross, was found naked in the girls’ showers in one of the dormitories.
In addition to being arrested at Hamilton, the same man has been found
at Amherst College, more than once.

Bowdoin: Fake IDs
At Bowdoin College recently, five students were charged with making
false Maine State I.D.’s. The students will not be dismissed from Bow¬
doin, however, they could face six months to a year in jail, and they
faced strong disciplinary action from the college, the Bowdoin Orient re¬
ports.

Williams: Snow Job
SPAGHETTI-PIZZA-SPAGHETTI SAUCE
Cor. Horton & Sabattus Sts.
Lewiston, Me.
- Phones 2-0701-2-930! Page 2 ■ The Bates Student, March 17, 1989

In order to show a typical New England winter in their college pro¬
spectus, Williams College imported two truckloads of snow from a local
ski resort. The snow job was necessary because this year’s mild winter
did not meet the liking of the admissions office.
Compiled from campus newspapers.

NEWS

Bates Takes Steps to Replace Rotting Trees
by Linda M. Johnson
“(There is) a great deal of sadness
about losing those trees. They are irre¬
placeable ... It is a shame but the only
way to get new trees is to thin out those
which have lived their lives,” said Jim
Weston, vice president for business af¬
fairs.
Many students have noticed that a
number of trees, eight to be exact, were
cut down over break. These trees were
cut as part of “a five year plan lor the
removal of unhealthy trees,” Weston
said. This plan, authorized by President
Reynolds, the Board of Trustees, and
the Building and Grounds Committee,
calls for 47 trees to be cut over the next

“What brought this to a head
was the twister/thunder storm
we had this summer which took
out over a dozen trees on cam¬
pus . . . We were aware of the
problem, but it took the storm
to bring it to the front burner.”
five years. There are a total of 450 trees
on the inner campus.
“What brought this to a head was the
twister/thunder storm we had this sum¬
mer which took out over a dozen trees
on campus . . . We were aware of the
problem, but it took the storm to bring
it to the front burner,” said Weston.
The storm caused a loss of progress,
as old trees fell on new ones, wiping
them out too. “This loss made us more
aware that we had to start a replanting
program,” added Walter Wood, direc¬
tor of Maintenance.
When the trees were cut up, it was
clear that “they were not healthy. The
majority were rotted on the inside. Some
of the larger ones had a hollow center,
said Weston.
As a result, a tree consultant was
hired to survey and to determine the age
of the trees. With the help of the consul¬
tant, Bates has now developed “an on¬
going trees program for long range
plans. Each tree has been numbered and
mapped,” continued Weston. Statis¬
tics help select which trees need to be
cut, although Weston said that “the
health of the tree is the primary deter¬
mining factor.” Another factor is the
tree’s proximity to a building and the
likelihood of it jeopardizing the building
if it were to suddenly fall. Location was
one of the reasons for chopping the trees
near the Chapel and on Andrews Road.
The trees around the gate on Campus

Trees cut down around the Quad as part of a plan to replace those trees which have rotted in the center. Jyotika Vazirani photo.
Avenue were cut “to show off the gate
more. (With Admissions moving to
the Lindholm House,) it is a place that
every pre-freshman will walk through
and view the campus from. Priority
(was) put on that gate as a result ol the
additional traffic that now is going to be
viewing it,” explained Weston. He

“It is a shame but the only way
to get new trees is to thin out
those which have lived their
lives.”
added that those trees were not very
healthy because they had been originally
planted as shrubs and were stunted and
mutilated from years of trimming. Small
shrubs and a llower garden will be
planted there to replace them.
Since all the trees on the campus had
been planted at the same time, they
would also all go down at the same time
if Bates did not take steps to prevent this
happening. “If we wait 10 to 20 years,
all the big trees will be gone,” Weston
said.

Ka/.uo Chujo from Tokyo University and Matt Schecter '89 conferring at yesterday's 5th An¬
nual International Debate held in Chase Lounge. They argued against Takashi Masumura of
Waseda University and Linda Horwitz '90 that the atomic bombing of Hiroshima was justi¬
fied. David Kolb, professor of philosophy, was the moderator. Colin Browning photo.

Winter was selected as the best time
to replant since the ground is frozen and
the trees are dormant. It is easier to take
down the bad trees when the other trees
are less susceptible to damage.
Maple, ash, and elm are the primary
species which are being replanted and
while some of the trees will be replanted
m the same spots, not all will be. Bates
is currently investigating the possibility
of transplanting trees lrom the wooded
area near Merrill Gym to center areas
on the campus.

The idea of insuring that Bates always
will have healthy trees is not a new one.

“If we wait 10 to 20 years, all
the big trees will be gone.”

Bates is very ecologically conscious.
“We have always had a replacement
program. On the average we plant a half
a dozen new trees a year,” said Wood.

Students Act Indepen¬
dently of Political Party
Last October, I sent out a political
survey to the entire student population
at Bates. The survey, which was for my
thesis, focused on how a person’s politi¬
cal party orientation affected that per¬
son’s level of political activity. My main
hypothesis was that Democrats would be
more politically active than Republi¬
cans. This was based on my belief that
the Bates environment fosters more po¬
litical participation by liberal students
and less political activity by conservative
students.
The results of my survey showed that
65.8 percent of the campus identifies
with the Democratic party, while 30.3
percent identifies with the Republican
party, and 3.9 percent are Indepen¬
dents. I also found that 64.7 percent ol
the campus considered their views on
most issues to be liberal, while 29.1 per¬
cent said that their views on most issues
were conservative, and 6.2 percent gave
no answer.
it was discovered that the differences
in the political ideas and attitudes of the
two parties were very small. Alter con¬
trolling for an individual’s personal
characteristics such as sex, age, G.P.A.,
major, and year at Bates, the survey re¬
vealed that political party orientation af¬
fects only five of my original 18 mea¬
sures of political participation.
The five relationships were as follows:

1) Democrats belong to more on-campus
political organizations; 2) Democrats are
more likely to have attended a political
meeting or rally; 3) Democrats are more
likely to have signed a petition for or
against some issue; 4) Democrats are
more likely to have participated in some
form of political protest such as a mass
march or sit-in; and 5) female Republi-

Linda Johnson
cans watch television news broadcasts
more often than female Democrats.
Only the first four relationships cor¬
roborated my original hypothesis that
Democrats are more politically active
than Republicans. These four measures
of participation can be characterized as
activities which involve working with
other people and the vocalization of po¬
litical beliefs. Thus, the overall effect of
a person’s political party orientation on
that person’s level of political activity is
limited. I found that Democratic and
Republican students are about equally
politically active, showing that only vo¬
cal, group political activities are affected
by the political environment.
I want to thank all 433 students who
took the time to fill out my political sur¬
vey. I really appreciated it.

The Bates Student, March 17, 1989 H Page 3

Arts & Entertainment
CHC Stood Up: Neil Gets Another Date
by Stacey Cramp

Yes, Neil Young is in Russia. No, the
“Waders” are not coming; they are
touring in Europe.
CH C’s plans to bring a big-name
band to Bates this year have reached a
dead end, despite the group’s effort.
Neil Young appeared to be a definite
event; expensive, but worth the longrun payback. Instead, Young opted to
go even further east, and cancelled the
event. CHC is now working on getting
a reggae band to come for a “Reggae/
Sunsplash” weekend during short term.
Maggie Easton ’90, president of
CHC, says that much effort went into
planning a Neil Young concert. He was
the overwhelming choice of the Bates
student body and also seemed a logical
choice. for large public attendance.
Many people other than those on the
Chase Hall Committee were involved in
the planning, she said.
“It was not a Wang Chung deal,”
says Easton. Unlike that catastrophe,
CHC was sure of their choice of Neil
Young. His tour dates appeared to be
final and Bates had a bid in for him.
They knew Portland radio station
WBLM would be willing to co-sponsor

an event as popular as a Neil Young
concert. However, Young will not be
performing at Bates this year.
As it
turns out his dates were not so final; he
is now touring in Russia.
The “Del Fucgos,” a CHC-sponsored concert last fall, failed to make a
profit. Therefore, the Committee has
had to choose either a sure thing that
would be a definite success, or someone
unpopular and inexpensive, in an at¬
tempt to make up for losses. During

“The college is working
against us.”
-CHC President Maggie
Easton
short term, CHC is opting for the less
expensive alternative. Easton has been
in contact with Mark Jones of Pretty
Pauly Productions in Boston.
He is
helping the concert committee locate a
reggae band for short term.
Easton is discouraged by the lack ol
interest of college officials. ‘ ‘The college
is working against us,” she says. She
feels they are discouraging sub-frosh
when they do not get a popular per¬
former, and disappoint the current stu¬
dent body as well. Next year CHC

hopes that “a separate concert budget
will be adopted by the school, so that a
bite isn’t taken out of the CHC
budget.”
However, Treasurer and Vice Presi¬
dent for Financial Affairs Bernard Car¬
penter sees a difficulty in finding funds
for this concern, and says it would be “a
hard sell.’’ “I just don’t see that amount
of money available to steer in that direc¬
tion,” he commented. Carpenter em¬
phasizes that he has not spoken to Eas¬
ton about the matter, and was hesitant
to entirely dismiss the group’s request.
The problem lies in the fact that Bates
utilizes most funds, and to provide CHC
with a concert grant would mean that a
presently funded need would suffer.
Faking “the pragmatic view,” Carpen¬
ter did not immediately sec extra college
funds to alleviate CHC’s budget con¬
cern.
This issue remains to be the biggest
problem for the organization. CHC’s
budget does not allow the group to fully
sponsor a big-name entertainer without
considerable financial risk. Compared to
other area colleges, adequate funds are
not available at Bates to allow the Com¬
mittee such an investment. Colby is
hosting concerts by both “The Repla¬
cements” and Elvis Costello this semes¬

ter. Colby’s concert fund alone is
$30,000. Bowdoin’s equivalent of CHC
has a $90,000 budget. Bates has $6,000
for concerts and $30,000 for total CHC

Colby’s concert fund alone
is $30,000. Bowdoin has
$90,000 for their total bud¬
get (for their equivalent of
the CHC).
Bates has
$6,000 for concerts and
$30,000 for total CHC
budget.
budget. If some other clubs can take
over events normally run by CHC in the
fall and the new budget plan goes
through, there is hope for a “good”
band in the fall of 1989.
Easton emphasizes that “there was a
very bad market this year.” When Neil
Young fell through there was little hope
of obtaining another well known per¬
former who would prove equally suc¬
cessful. Time will tell what the volatile
music market, and budget allowances,
will bring our way.

“Noises Off”: Behind the Stage Door
by Jason Patenaude

Dying is very, very hard. But not as hard as
farce. -Edmund Gwynn, actor.
And if performing farce is hard, per¬
forming Michael Frayn’s Noises Off is
nearly impossible.
Noises Off is a actually a farce about
the making of another farce, called Noth¬
ing On. Action occurs simultaneously
onstage and offstage; thus the actors
must play two characters and the direc¬
tor must block out two sets of positions.
Considering the difficulty professional
acting companies have had with Noises
Off, I was pleased to see how well the
Bates production has turned out.
Director Buddy Butler’s production is
most successful when he sticks to the
play’s original elements. He has resisted
the temptation to cut down the large,
seven door, two story set; this is espe¬
cially admirable since, because of the
script, the entire set has to be turned
completely around twice in each produc¬
tion.. James Casey, who designed the
set. has done a wonderful job with not
only the external appearance of the set,
but also the design, which allows a swift
stage crew only about twenty minutes to
reverse.
With the freedom of a full set, Butler
runs the actors on and off the stage at the
breakneck pace standard in farce. The
inherent paradox of successful farce is
th;it though the action on stage appears
chaotic, it must actually be a very preuse. orchestrated set of movements.
Minn r miseues that can be covered up
in a normal play could cause an entire
( ham of events to unravel in the delicate
balance.
I his is the problem faced not only by
director Buddy Butler, but also by the
director ol Nothing On Lloyd Dallas (Ro¬
land. Davis ’92).
Butler has placed
! )avis. who perfectly looks the part of the
playboy director, in the audience with

the writer of the fictional play Nothing
On, Robin Housemonger (Anne Frenning ’89).
The character of Housemonger, who Butler basically created by

whose house Nothing On takes place.
Vigue prances around the stage, pursing
her lips and assuming exaggerated posi¬
tions which made her roles as the catty
gossip queen Flavia quite excellent.
(The role of Flavia is also played by Ch¬
ristine Papadakis on a night that the
show was not seen. Based on the caliber
of Miss Vigue’s performance, one can
only assume that Papadakis is just as
good.) McLaughlin ’91 has one of the

Craig Beattie ’91 and his love interest
Kristiana Morgan ’90 in Noises Off. Steve
Peters photo.
taking lines from other characters and
accrediting them to her, is one of the
flaws of the play. In a cast which already
has nine characters, plus all of the dual
roles for the actors of Nothing On,
another character is simply more contus¬
ing and unnecessary.
Perhaps the strongest aspect of the
play is, quite surprising since the cast of
eleven includes five freshmen, the act¬
ing. Craig Beattie ’91 was fantastically
funny as the histrionic Roger Tramplemaine/Garry Lejeune; it is Beattie
who the audience is best able to identify
with because of he posing and continual
eye contact with the theater seats.
Larissa Vigue ’92 and Jon McLaug¬
hlin ’91 are also wonderful as Flavia and
Phillip Brent, the tax exiled couple in
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Craig Beattie ’91 and his love interest
Amy Robbins ’92 in Nothing On. Steve
Peters photo.
more challenging roles since he is forced
to do much of his schtick with “his trou¬
sers round his ankles.” He had impec¬
cable timing and, along with Beattie,
made the third act absolutely hilarious.
Surprisingly, the lead of the play Kris¬
tiana Morgan ’90, seemed at times out
of place on the stage. Her character, the
dowdy old maid Mrs. Clackett is played
more subtly than the other characetrs
onstage and this discrepancy occasion¬
ally makes the performance suffer.
Farce is generally more conducive to ex¬
aggerated characters, since there is very
little character development. While
Morgan’s character is involved in phys¬
ical comedy (she swings a mean axe in

the second act) she’s very funny; but
when she is not physically involved, her
performance tends to get overwhelmed
in the speed of the play.

Many of the play’s smaller characters
steal their own individual scenes with
wonderfully
funny
perfromances.
Corey Harris ’91 staggers around as the
eternally intoxicated Selsdon Mowbray,
Ben Dingladesh’s ’92 stagemanager/
somnambulist Tim Algood wanders
aimlessly throughout the first act, Amy
Robbins ’92 stares wonderfully into
space, both in her dress and in her un¬
derwear, and Laura Kelly Washington
plays rich girl Poppy Norton Taylor.
Butler has his greatest problem in the
notorious second act, where characters
chase each other with an axe, flowers, a
cactus and bottles, binding the scene to¬
gether through the objects which pass
from hand to hand and the sexual ten¬
sions which were introduced to us in the
first act. This is an extremely difficult
choreography—while all of this action
occurs in front of us, the play that we are
shown from the front in act one we are
now seeing from behind. The actors
must run from the melee backstage to
their places in the fictitious Nothing On
and it all takes perfect timing. The tim¬
ing, however, isn’t perfect here; occa¬
sionally Butler leaves actors, basically
twiddling their thumbs (at one point
Larissa Vigue waits for five minutes
with nothing to do on a stair landing).

Farce is hard, and this production of
Noises Off is no exception. The play, de¬
spite the swift set changes, lasts any¬
where from two to three hours and the
infamous second act is occasionally flat,
but for the most part it is like a fast fun
ride on a roller coaster (or amphet¬
amines).

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

A Walk On The Ambiguous Side:
Lou Reed at the Orpheum
When people analyze art, they tend to
distinguish between form and content.
We tend to think of the conception of a
piece of art as something separate from
its execution. Hence, we hear phrases
like “failed experiment” or ‘‘bold mis¬
take” bandied about in relation to paint¬
ings, books, and rock and roll records.
So it was with Lou Reed’s March
11th performance at Boston’s Orpheum
theatre. The performance itself was
spectacular: astonishing, abrasive, and
grandiose. The format of the show, how¬
ever, was its downfall. Such is life.

jacket. The last hour of the show was a
fairly predictable selection of “classics,”
all carefully chosen from Reed’s canon
to appeal to what Lou clearly thought
was an audience who wasn’t terribly fa¬

his songs. In this fashion, the alreadyterrific “Beginning of a Great Advent¬
ure” was transformed into humorous,
moving, soulful tale; and the question¬
able “Last Great American Whale” was

miliar with his work.
But at the same time, though the form
was boring and perhaps objectionable,
the show was spectacular. An inexplic¬
able closeness and rapport developed be¬
tween Reed and the audience, which is
surprising, given the fact that Lou
seemed sort of condescending through¬
out. Rather than alienating the audi¬
ence, however, his pose placed him
more in the role of a teacher, or an elder
statesman: revered and respected.
Throughout the show, Lou addressed
the audience informally, and told brief,
humorous tales both before and during

rendered instantly likeable and unfor¬
gettable.
The only moment at which the rap¬
port seemed in jeopardy was at the be¬
ginning of the first set, when an uncon¬
vinced patron shouted out “play some
rock-and-roll!” Lou looked unruffled
and shot back “This is rock and roll.
Everyone else is listening and you’re
yapping. If you don’t like it, go get a
refund.” The crowd cheered, and the
band launched into “Halloween Par¬
ade,” complete with a stunning new
doo-wop ending.
Reed also charmed through his song

Chris Janak
Reed’s always been an obstinate per¬
former. Take, for example his 1977 live
album Take No Prisoners. On that album,
Lou takes the role of a mordant standup comic/bandleader. He talks his way
through his greatest hits, insulting his
audience, his peers, and some of the
critics who are his greatest supporters.
He certainly doesn’t care who he of¬
fends.
Last Saturday’s show exhibited a sim¬
ilar perversity, though in a radically dif¬
ferent fashion. This time, Lou chal¬
lenged the faith of his audience by play¬
ing all of his new album. In order. Just
as if it was on your turntable.
Now don’t get me wrong. I like the
new album. It’s probably the best thing
he’s done in years. But if I want to hear
it, I just have to pull it out and slap it
onto my turntable. I don’t have to trek
all the way to Boston, sit in the cramped
and rickety seats of the Orpheum, and
bear the odor of 2000 pot-smoking pa¬
trons, who probably only know ‘‘Walk
On The Wild Side” and no other Reed
greats anyway.
Hence, I think we’ll all agree, the
form of the concert was poorly chosen.
One of the important elements of good
rock and roll is suspense. There was no
suspense here: the first hour-and-a-half
of the show could have been charted and
predicted by the back of an album

selection in the second set. He treated us
to “I Love You Suzanne,” and “Sweet
Jane.” He even consented to plav
“Walk On The Wild Side.” He actually
played two encores.
In lact, the only serious down
,,r
second set was a limp cover of Fra.,., .
natra s “Quarter to Three,” performed
in duet with bass player Rob Wasst . man. Wasserman is one of the best
players around, using a six string up¬
right instrument which, in Lou’s words,
“goes where no bass player has ever
gone before.” However, in this case, the
jamming became excessively sloppy,
and the limp performance far out¬
weighed the surprise of seeing Lou do a
cover. If I want sloppy jamming, I’ll go
see the Grateful Dead.
When Lou wasn’t charming the audi¬
ence, he was blowing it away. This band
is tight and loud, and it moves with the
controlled force of a locomotive when it
has to. And so, on songs like “There Is
No Time,” “Busload of Faith,” “Vici¬
ous,” and “Rock and Roll,” Lou
proved himself fully capable of rocking
out and rocking the house.
As a result, though, the performance
left this participant with a feeling of am¬
biguity. On the one hand, I was thrilled.
I was thrilled simply to see Reed per¬
form. I was thrilled with the quality of
the performance itself. I was charmed by
Lou’s sense of humor and honesty.
On the other hand, I was annoyed. I
agree that rock and roll people have an
obligation to challenge their audiences,
but boredom is no challenge. I know
people who actually fell asleep during the
first set ol this show. Good rock and roll
is many things, but predictable isn’t one
of them.
Lou needs to rethink his concert strat¬
egy. He needs to apply his more than
considerable performance skills to a
broader range of material. I understand
that he has faith in his new material, and
I understand that he wants to spread the
word of his new political beliefs, but his
gospel would be much more easily swal¬
lowed if it came in smaller doses.

“Dangerous Liaisons” Love Is Strange
I might as well come right out with it.
I was prepared not to like Dangerous Liai
sons and I’ll tell you why. First, the title:
the boring American version of the
oh-so-exotic-and-intriguing
sounding
French novel Les LiaisonsDangereuses. If
it’s in a foreign language, why change
it? It wouldn’t fit on the posters or some¬
thing?
Second, it’s up for an Academy
Award for Best Picture. I know, that
reason sounds so terribly pretentious,
but ever)' year the Academy chooses one
of these anglophiliac epics with lavish
costumes and sets and location shots and
where everyone (no matter from what
country they may be) is sporting an En¬
glish accent. Now, that’s pretentious.
But, Dangerous Liaisons is not preten¬
tious, it is an outstanding film. All the
lavish costumes and sets you might ex¬
pect are there, but the English accents
have been stripped away. In their place
is a native American dialect which
makes the film as interesting to the ear
as it is to the eye.
The film follows two aristocrats, the
Marquise de Merteuil (Glenn Close)
and the Vicomte de ! Valmont (John
Malkovich) as they orchestrate evil in¬
discretions in their attack against, inno¬
cence. Two schemes exist simulta¬
neously in the film. The Marquise
schemes to shame the mother of young

virgin Cecile Volanges (Umn Thurman)
by planning ancncounter withChcvahc:
Danceny (Keanu Reeves). Another plot
involves Vahnont’s
seduction of
Madame de Tourvel (Michelle Pfeiffer).
Ultimately, Valmont be¬
comes caught up in a love triangle which
connects the plot lines.
For all the sleeping around, the most

Anthony Miller
powerful moments in the film are not
sexual. They are between the Marquise,
who has vowed, as she tells Valmont,
“to dominate your sex and avenge my
own” and the defiant Valmont. In the
midst ol' all these escapades, protecting
one’s reputation and creating challeng¬
ing situations for seduction are critical.
At one point, the Marquise tells Val¬
mont, “one does not applaud the tenor
for clearing his throat.”
Stephen Frears, whose recent films
have been My Beautiful Laundrelte, Sammy
and Rosie Get Laid, and Prick Up Your
Ears, has concerned himself with helping
us to envision and understand different
and sometimes even distressing behav¬
iors. He has moved from the slums of
Britain to the courts of France and
created a film that is as daring and origi¬

nal as his other films. Dangerous Liaisons
is well photographed, thoughtful, and
chilling, with a dizzying amount of de¬
ception. I don’t think I have enjoyed so
much extraordinary evil on the screen in
a long time.
Dangerous Liaisons is based on Laclos’
notorious 18th century novel, Les Liaisons
Dangereuses (Or Letters Collected In One Sec¬
tion Oj Society And Published For 'The Edifi¬
cation of Others). The novel is a long series
of letters from one character to another,
lhe film adaptation does away with
most of this epistolary style. A few letters
are voiced over, but most of the letters
have been made into straight narrative.
Films based on classic books can olten
seem like some kind of stuffy old castle
or house turned museum. Dangerous Liasons is not one of those old houses where
everything is behind velvet ropes. You
are allowed to touch, and to feel.
The performances are all solid, but
this film belongs to Malkovich and
Close. Since his first appearance as a
combat photographer in Lhe Killing
Fields, Malkovich has commanded an in¬
credible presence on the screen. Malkovich’s role as the venomous Valmont
is his best to date. Close carries off her
role with twice the intensity of her roles
in Jagged Edge and Fatal Attraction. Close
maintains a cool composure throughout
the film, sharing the manipulations in

her mind with the audience. Her final
scene continues to haunt long after the
film is over.
The scenes which stick out in my
mind as the most stunning in the film
are those rare instances where the Mar¬
quise and Valmont become vulnerable.
In one scene, Malkovich enters the
house of the Marquise, no longer hiding
his long tangles of hair beneath a wig;
his life is beginning to move “beyond

“Dangerous Liaisons” is
not one of those old houses
where everything is behind
velvet ropes. You are allowed to touch, and to feel.
his control.” Later, Close wipes the
makeup from her face to reveal the
woman within, a woman who not only
can hurt, but who can also be hurt.
As one character explains: “Those
who are most worthy of love are never
helped by it.” Through all the laby¬
rinthine manuevers of lust and revenge
and betrayal, Valmont finds himself
with the one thing that can not help him.
The only thing that can hurt the Mar¬
quise and Valmont, who cannot other¬
wise be hurt, is love. After all, as Mickey
and Sylvia sang back in the Fifties, love
is strange.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

The Miracles of the Kronos Quartet
The Kronos Quartet is one of the
most innovative and influential modern
groups of the year.
They have, on various albums, mixed
the classical string quartet with jazz and
rock. Their latest album, Winter Was
Hard, is completely classical. The band
is comprised of David Harrington (vio-

John Buckman
lin), John Sherba (violin), Hank Dutt
(Viola) and Joan Jeanrenaud (cello).
How can I begin to describe? The
group is obviously influenced by Bela
Bartok, and many of the pieces are in
this same vein. But the group goes bevond this. Where they merely Bartok
worshippers they would not stand out as
they do.
The songs, while always'
sounding classical in nature, have an air
of rock and jazz pervading them.
These are not just virtuoso per¬
formers, but musicians committed to do¬
ing something different. The best exam¬
ple is the song entitled “Forbidden Fru¬
it” which tells the story of the fall from
Eden. The song starts abruptly with
high dissonance, then immediately shifts
to Acapulco style, cheesy violin in the
background while a female Chinese
voice (Ohta Hiromi) speaks.
The story of course is in Chinese,
which gives it a strange aura, and leaves

it still far away from conventional rock,
since the speaking here is still used as a
musical instrument. The words are ir¬
relevant to the song. What are relevant
are the sounds made by the voice and
their intertwining with the music. From
this section, the piece moves onto full
fledged dramatic swirls and the like.
There is a considerable amount of
sampling here as well as a new effect I
have never heard before. The song, at
various times, appears to be recorded
from a record, as the record sometimes
skips or the needle is bounced. At one

The Kronos Quartet
point the needle is even scratched back
and forth on the “record.” The effect
is jarring to say the least, and if I weren’t
listening to the song on a CD player, 1
would seriously wonder about the qual¬
ity of the recording, as people have done

when I have played the song on WRBC.
The song, as could probably be ex¬
pected, was performed and written in
collaboration with John Zorn. 1 don’t
need to go into great details at this time
(I have in the past) but suffice to say that
I consider Zorn a near-deity. Unfortu¬
nately, I was a little bugged at the fact
that Forbidden Fruit was originally re¬
leased on Zorn’s Spillane, but consider¬
ing the quality of the piece, it can be
understood that the Kronos Quartet
wanted to release it on their own.
Other Kronos releases, all on the
Flektra/Nonesuch label, include White
Man Sleeps, and Music By . . . On White
Man Sleeps, the Quartet perform Bartok’s
String Quartet No.3, Ornette Colem¬
an’s Lonely Woman and even Amazing
Crace. On Music By . . . they perform
a four part piece by Phillip Glass, a
string Quartet by Nancarrow and a riv¬
eting version of Hendrix’s Purple Haze.
It goes without saying that all their al¬
bums are recorded completely digitally.
Now that I’ve drooled on my three
Kronos CDs, I thought I due some in¬
terested jazz fans in to one of my favorite
classic jazz albums. This will be a regu¬
lar feature, as 1 try to mix the best of the
old with the new in this column. The
album I speak of is Sun Ra’s Angels and
Demons at Play.
I’m a very big Sun Ra fan and I con¬
sider this his best work. The music is

not in the least bit dissonant but is rather
a delightful mix between an evil classical
symphony and jazz improvisation.
Check out especially “Music from the
world tomorrow.”
The demon sidesongs have an eerie, orchestrated, com¬
posed sound to them, while the angel
side is more jazzy in nature.
All in all, the album is an experiment
to mix jazz and classical in a way I’ve
never heard done since.
Anyway,
enough praise. I suggest you buy this al¬
bum, especially since it is old and avail¬
able in some stores as a “bargain bin”
record. The record was released in 1974
and is available under the ABC Impulse
label.
John Buckman is the jazz director for WRBC.

Documentary Reveals Armenian Tragedy
“Everyone’s Not Here” Examines Genocide
by Alicia Tomasian
New World Coalition will present
William Parsons and his film Everyone’s
Xot Here: The Families of the Armenian
Genocide next Wednesday at 7:30 in the
Filene Room.
For those of you who are asking,
"The Armenian what?” this film was
made with you in mind. The genocide
of 1915 resulted in the deaths of at least
1.5 million Armenians living in Turkey.
William Parsons first began his research
on the relatively unknown topic while a
teacher in the Brookline school system.
He discovered that most histories of
World War I simply left out this act of
the Turkish government. Later some
books began to mention it, but there
were still minimal resources on the sub¬
ject. This is what inspired Parsons.
"I've wanted to produce this for a
long time because it seems to me that if
there aren’t quality resources out there,
it doesn’t get taught,” he said. He
added that the genocide is something
that can not be forgotten because it is
historical events such as this that make
people aware of ongoing genocides.
"It’s important for people to under¬
stand the capability of governments to
< ornrnit genocide in the 20th century.
1 o leas e out such watershed events is to
distort the history of this century,” said
Parsons. The truth is that 119 million
people have died as a result of world¬
wide genocides in the 20th century.
1 he first part of the film is a narrative
historical statement. However, “The
•eal agenda is to personalize it,” ex¬
plainer! Parsons. He does so by commitdng die rest of the film to the stories of
diM-i survivors and their families.
"Behind the statistics of genocide
diere are real families and this film was
an eilort to personalize that kind of hist■
die producer added.
Reverend Vartan Hartunian, one of
da survivors interviewed for the film,
said he believes that this brings his expe"eine id the present. “I think fl>is film

shows the ongoing effects of the genocide
on the generations that follow. I came to
the United States when I was seven but
it’s still with me,” he said.
He also commented on his thoughts
about generations that follow a genocide
explaining that through osmosis, they
get disturbed and angry, and hopelully
become spokespersons to see that it
doesn’t happen again.
Rev. Hartunian also pointed out that
the film may shed light on modern inci¬
dents, including the Ayatollah’s sentenc¬
ing of Rushdie. He compared the death
order to that of the Iman of Turkey in
1915.

“Behind the statistics of
genocide there are real
families and this film was
an effort to personalize
that kind of history.”
“The western world can now under¬
stand what it means.” He continued to
describe what he called, “the viciousness
of the Islamic people when they are mo¬
tivated by a religious leader in the name
of Allah, their god.” He said that he
thought, given the religious command to
kill, as they were ordered to exterminate
the Christian Armenians, they will kill
with a clean conscious.
Richard
Parseghian, another survivor featured in
the film, also expressed hope at influenc¬
ing modern decisions. He said, “This is
a positive way for non-Armenians to see
that it has happened. I’ve seen it. I’ve
been through it. But the Turks do deny
it happened because they don’t want to
be seen as the animals or beasts of the
world. Wherever they go, they have
ruled by slaughtering.”
He commented on the modern intel¬
lectuals who minimize the reality of the
Armenian genocide saying, “There are
no intellectuals in their right minds that
deny that the genocide has happened,
unless they have been bribed by the
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Turks.” He also said that he hoped
Turkish students would attend the film.
Parseghian also mentioned another
possible effect of the film. He said he
hoped that a new awareness will get the
last few votes of senators needed to have

the genocide acknowledged in Washing¬
ton. This, he said, could lead to a world¬
wide awareness and perhaps restoration
the form of land from a country already
heavily dependent on its western ally,
America.

Events of the Thaw
Friday
7pm
Fampopo, a Japanese Western,
dubbed. Sponsored by Renaissance
Film. Olin 104 $1
8pm Fred Small, popular Boston folk
musician and songwriter. Olin Concert
Hall $4/$2
8pm Noises Off, by Michael Frayn, di¬
rected by visiting Associate Professor of
Theater Buddy Butler. Additional per¬
formances on Saturday, 8pm and Sun¬
day, 2pm. Call 786-6161 for tickets.
Schaeffer Theater. $4/$2
8pm Portland String Quartet, presented by
the LARK Society. Quartets by Beetho¬
ven. Immanuel Baptist Church, High
St., Portland. Call 761-1522 for info.
Broken Men, playing at the Tree Cafe, 45
Danlorth St., Portland. Call 774-1441
for info.

Saturday
9:30pm Stone Zoo, at the Detour Night¬
club. I ickets sold outside Commons.
Chase Lounge $3
O-Positive, playing at the Tree Cafe, 45
Danforth St., Portland. Call 774-1441
for info.

Sunday
8pm Androscoggin Chorale, performing
with 40-piece orchestra Haydn’s “The
Creation,” a fifteenth anniversary of
LA Arts. Sts. Peter and Paul Cathedral
Chapel. Call 782-7228 for info. $8/$6

8pm Desh Hmdle, concert of the senior
music major, clarinetist and composer.
Presenting a program of his and other
chamber works. Olin Concert Hall Free

Monday
8pm Hauptmann von Koepenick, “famous
and funny social satire.” German with
English subtitles, 1957. Olin 104 Free

Tuesday
12:30pm Noonday Concert, Alison Lathrop, Music major and Organ scholar,
performing works of J.S. Bach, Messi¬
aen, and others. Chapel Free.

Wednesday
7:30pm Everyone’s Not Here: Families of
the Armenian Genocide, educational consul¬
tant and documentary filmmaker Wil¬
liam Parsons will speak on the Arme¬
nian genocide of the early 20th century,
and will present his half-hour documen¬
tary. Chase Lounge Free
8pm Donald Justice, Pulitzer Prize-win¬
ning poet will read from his works.
Chase Lounge Free

Thursday
8pm Bates College-Community Chamber Or¬
chestra, performing Gershwin’s Piano
Concerto with soloist senior music major
Andrew Kaiser, and other works. Di¬
rected by Associate Professor of music
William Matthews. Additional perform¬
ance on Saturday at 8pm. Olin Concert
Hall Free

Lax Makes Tracks In Preseason
Men Prep
For Season
by Kristen Pierce
The Bates Men’s Lacrosse Team is
looking forward to having a winning
season this year. After an early trip to
California during February Break,
where they beat Stanford and University
ol Santa Clara and lost to University of
California at Berkeley, the team has a
short break to get in shape for a tough
season.
The squad’s next game, is April 1
against Merrimack, a team Bates has
consistently beaten. This is supposed to
be a home game, but it is doubtful this
will come to be because the field has to
be prepared for the game, and with the
slush and ice on the field, that is not pos¬
sible.
After playing Merrimack, the team
has two more home games in a row, one
on April 5 against Providence and one
on April 8 against Plymouth. Provi¬
dence is in division I, and they have
practice in both the fall and spring, so
they will be tough to beat.
Plymouth beat Bates narrowly last
year at Plymouth, but the Bates team is
hoping that the home field advantage
will help. The game against Plymouth
will be an early indication of how suc¬
cessful the young Bobcats will be this
season.
Next, the team has to take a week
away from practice for exams, and im¬
mediately, they have four games in six
days during April break. On April 18,
the Bates team plays Connecticut Col¬
lege away. Last year the game went into

Men's Lacrosse Team puts in a hard workout in Merrill Gym.

double overtime. Their next game is
against Wesleyan who they lost to last
year.
After that the team plays New En¬
gland, who they beat last year, and Babson, who they lost to last year. Next
comes Colby, a very strong team who
went to the EC AC tournament last year.
On April 29, the team plays M.I.T.
Last year the team won a game in dou¬
ble overtime.

May 4, the team plays Curry, a
weaker team, here, and then the final
game before the EC AC tournament is
against always strong Middlebury.
The team will only go to the EC AC
tournament if it is ranked as one of the
top six teams in New England in NCAA
Division 111. Bates has gone twice in the
last five seasons.
On May 9, the team has its final game
of the season against Bowdoin here.

This year there are four seniors on the
team, Micheal Bell, Jeff Gitlin, Jeff
Cooke and Buddy Rosenthal. There are
seven juniors, ten sophomores, and
eight freshman. Thus far in the season,
Jeff Gitlin, Jeff Cooke, and John Shay
have proven themselves as leaders.
Overall, the Bates team is looking for¬
ward to a good season, not only having
a winning season this year, but also
building strength for the future.

Strong Showing For Women
by Kim Small
Spring is fast approaching and so is
the Women’s Lacrosse season.
Although the weather is not yet suffi¬
cient for outdoor activity, this has not
stopped the Women’s Lacrosse Team
from getting to work. They have already
traveled to Bermuda for “double sessi¬
ons,” played in a tournament and
started daily practices. In addition, they
still have a week more of practice to gel
before their opening game.
The results of this preparation will
start to be determined Friday, March
24th when they begin their season at
Boston University. Until this time, the
team can reflect on their performance
both in Bermuda and in last weekend’s
tournament at Bates.
Last weekend the Bobcats played host
to a tournament in Merrill Gym. It was
an eventful Saturday for the Bobcats,
who faced four competitive teams, in¬
cluding rivals Bowdoin and Colby.
In their first game, the team faced a
tough Bowdoin squad. Despite Bates’ fi¬
ll loss, many players gave a great effort.
Three different players were involved in
the team scoring. Jen Ketterer ’91, Beth
Doran ’91, and Wyatt Lutsk ’92 all
scored.
Bates next faced a strong Colby team
and ended up losing a close game 6-5.
Freshman Lesley Moore cradles the ball during a recent scrimmage. Steve Peters photo.

Junior Marnie Patterson was high
scorer of the game with three goals.
Doran and Sarah Carothers ’92 also tal¬
lied goals in the losing effort.
Victory finally came for the Bobcats
in their next game when they beat
Wheaton 6-3. A solid performance was
given by sophomore Beth Doran who
scored three goals. Ketterer ’91, Caroth¬
ers ’92, and Patterson ’90 were responsi¬
ble for the other three scores.
Their final game resulted in a 6-6 tie
with Boston University. The Bobcats
scoring versatility was again present as
six different players were offensive con¬
tributors. Although the day’s results
were not ideal, the team gained some ex¬
perience from the competition and im¬
proved their play in each game.
A big advantage for Bates this year
will be their ability to score from many
different sources, as was evident from
the results of the tournament. Eight
players were involved in scoring which
illustrates the Bobcats will have numer¬
ous offensive options. The high scorer ol
the tournament was Beth Doran fol¬
lowed by Marnie Patterson, Jen Ket¬
terer, and Sarah Carothers.
As for the season, co-captains Sarah
Griffin ’89 and Amy Freeman ’89 will
be looked to for both their leadership
and their experience. They will be aided
■ SEE LAX, PAGE 9
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Leaps and Pounds: Track Shines In Nationals
by Emanuel Merisotis
The Indoor Track Season came to a
: lose last weekend with the National
(lharnpionships for Division III held at
Bowdoin College. Bates was well repre¬
sented by sending seven athletes to this
prestigious event. •
The Men’s team sent Matt Schecter
'89. a high jumper, senior throwers Joe
Dever, Scott Aghababian, and Peter
Goodrich, in addition to runner Mark
Thompson ’91. These five were put up
against the best athletes in the country
in each of their events.
While Thompson, Dever and Agha¬
babian were stopped in the preliminary
events, Schecter and Goodrich advanced
to the finals in their respective events.
Goodrich threw the 35 lb. weight
5 7 ’ 9“. That throw earned him second
place overall.
While Goodrich’s performance was
outstanding, Schecter went one better
by winning the high jump. A jump of
6'11 3/4“ was not as high as Schecter’s
school record of 7’l/2” set earlier this
vear, but it was enough to pull out a Na¬
tional Championship.
Coach Walt Slovenski called Schect¬
er’s win, “quite an achievement, ” not¬
ing that in his 37 years of coaching he
has only had six National Champions.
As a team, Goodrich and Schecter put
Bates into fifth place. That’s the highest
Bates has ever finished in nationals.
The Women’s team also shined, send¬
ing two runners to the national competi¬
tion. Senior Co-Captain Anne Millham
and junior Romalda Clark, after quali¬
fying at the ECAC championships, put
jn outstanding performances in their

races.
Millham, in her fourth appearance at
the Indoor National Championship,
placed fourth in the 55 meter dash with
a time of 7.37. This finish earned Mill¬
ham her first All-American honors. Mil¬
lham, also a member of the 4x400 relay
team that placed second at ECACs, is
the state indoor champion for the last
two years in the 55 meter. She will look
to continue her winning ways in the up¬
coming outdoor season.
Clark, in her first season of running
ever, made an impressive showing
throughout the year. While running is
not new to Clark, who trains extensively
for her other sports (field hockey and la¬
crosse), running competitively is.
Throughout the season Clark set and
reset records in the 3000 meters and
1500 meters. She settled on 4:42.95 at
ECACs, which earned her a second
place finish, as the final Bates record in
the 1500. The record in the 3000 would
have to wait until the national champi¬
onships to be set for good.
Based on the ECAC results, Clark
was seeded fourth in nationals for the
3000. By running the equivalent of a
5:15 mile followed by a 5:10 mile (which
included a 72 second final 400) Clark
was able to push her way into third
place. Coach Carolyn Court was im¬
pressed with Clark’s performance saying
that her final run, “shows her determi-'
nation as a runner.”
Coach Court noted her two national
competitors, “both were instrumental in
the team’s success throughout the
year.” Millham and Clark were consist¬
ent point scorers for the Bobcats and
were key to Bates finishing fourth at
ECACs.

Pete Goodrich '89 placed second in the 35 pound weight in Nationals. Colin Browning photo.

Softball Prepares For First Pitch Of Season
by Peter Carr

A good team usually emerges from
the proper combination of experience
and youth. If that’s the case, then
Sherry Deschaine has found the perfect
chemistry for her Bates Women’s Softball Team with her eight veteran players
returning from last year’s 11-4 NIAC
semi-finalist squad and eight rookie
prospects.
“We lost a lot of bats from last year,”
said Deschaine. “We will miss people
like Jane Davis ’88 and Brenda Gostanian ’88 Irom last year. But I do see some
good things from the people we have
right now and can see us as a solid
club."
1 he veterans will definitely play a ma¬
jor role in 1989. Most of the attention
will revolve around five key returnees:
Co-captain Rachel Langlais ’89 at first
base. Co-captain Rachel Clayton at
short stop, Lynn Khoury ’91 at second,
Amy Schragg ’91 in the outfield, and
Michele Feroah ’90 at starting pitcher,
[ill L’hlenhake ’91 will also be important
as this year’s starting catcher.
As lor standouts, Clayton and Feroah
will be the pair to watch again in 1989.
Rachel Clayton broke or tied seven
Bates records last season, was awarded
NCAA .'leader trophies for homeruns
and RBI and was third in doubles. Fer¬
oah started ten of Bates’ games last sea¬
son;'posting an ERA less then 1.5 runs
per game.

point and are definitely vying for start¬
ing positions.
Bates’ most difficult problem this sea¬
son may be the lack of pitching. In a
continuation of last year, Feroah will
have most of the starting nods. But, the
Bobcats play eight games in a row at one
stretch this season and one arm may not

be enough. Right now, sophomore Susie
Butler is working on her “stuff” as the
number two starter and Tricia Close ’91
has been trying to learn the art during
these early weeks.
Nevertheless, Deschaine is enthusias¬
tic about 1989. “I am, and the team is,
excited about this season. We are hit¬

ting the ball right now and our pitching
is coming along. I think we still have to
learn to play together as a team and will
make those young mistakes. But we will
be a solid team.”
Bates opens its season on March 27
against Pine Manor.

Freshmen players are also important
to the Bobcats. Colleen O’Brien ’92 and
1 ee Ann Holt ’92 both look sharp at this
Coach Sherry Deschaine discusses strategy with Michele Feroah '90 and Rachel Clayton '90. Steve Peters photo.
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Henderson Angered Over Lack Of Commitment
Well, what else is new, another base¬
ball season another controversy in the
New York Yankees camp. No, no man¬
ager has been fired, nor has George
Steinbrenner mouthed off at a player.
Instead this year’s controversy is
based in the statements of a single
player. Ricky Henderson, a man not
unfamiliar to the rules of the game at the
“Bronx Zoo” has started yet another
chapter in the ongoing saga.
Henderson let loose last week in an in¬
terview telling all about what he felt was
an abuse of alcohol by some of the Yan¬
kees and the possible consequences of
their actions. Henderson complained
that on the team plane last year some of
the players would get unnecessarily in¬
toxicated and he felt it hampered their
performance. In fact, Henderson went
as far as to say that he felt he could have
been wearing a World Series ring right
now i( alcohol hadn’t been such a
problem.
Immediately Henderson was assailed
by his teammates for violating a special
trust. He was told he was out of line, a
hypocrite, and making a big deal about
nothing. The management quickly
stated that they were unaware of any
problem but noted that no hard alcohol
would be served on this year’s flights.
Some argue that Henderson had no
right to state what he did, but I must de-

fend him. It must be difficult to put
every ounce of energy you have into a
team that you don’t feel is as dedicated
as you. Henderson has a right to feel he
was cheated by his own teammates.
While he was trying to maximize his
own performance his fellow Yankees
didn’t show the dedication that profes¬
sional athletes should show.
Henderson was also justified in mak¬
ing his displeasure known to the public.
Yankee fans are entitled to know
whether they are getting 100 percent
from their players or not. After all, the
game is for the fans. Also, if this is what
it takes to get action, then Henderson
was correct in the decision he made.

Emanuel Merisotis
Speaking as a Yankee fan I must say
1 was outraged to hear what he had to
say. The idea that these players were
willing to sacrifice performance is appal¬
ling. While these actions are not as se¬
vere as those warranting a “say it ain’t
so, Joe” line they are still a very “sober¬
ing” thought.
Of course this issue all boils down to
what are the responsibilities of a profes¬
sional athlete? How much control should
the player have over his own personal
life? Professional baseball is quite obvi¬

missing.
I was encouraged to see Ricky Hend¬
erson be so dedicated that he was out¬
raged to see others not sharing in his
dedication. Instead of complaining
about Henderson’s comments, the Yan¬
kee players should follow his lead.

Women’s Lacrosse
■ LAX, FROM PAGE 7
by many talented sophomores and jun¬
iors whose skill and support will be help¬
ful both offensively and defensively.
In addition, the team will be with
many new faces this Spring. Seven
freshman have joined the squad and will
be important assets both for the present
and future success of the program. Con¬
tributing to the attack will be Lesley
Moore, Wyatt Lutsk, Sarah Carothers,
and Emily Romero.
On the defensive end will be Kelly
Cunningham ’92 and Brooke Oliver
’92. The backbone of the defense will be
newcomer Kristin McCarthy ’92 who
will be playing goalie.
Head coach Su¬
zanne Coffey will be assisted by manag¬
ers Daniel Gleason ’89 and Colleen
O’Brien ’91.

Although the regular season does not
begin for another week, the Women’s
Lacrosse Team has started to prepare
for the challenges ahead. They have had
“double sessions”, played four tourna¬
ment games, and spent six days a week
working and training for the upcoming
months.
For coach Suzanne Coffey, the season
appears promising. She feels they are the
most talented group of players she has
had since coming to Bates. Their dedica¬
tion and hard work will ultimately pay
off according to Coffey. Her outlook is
very upbeat and she believes her team
has a similar attitude. With a positive
perspective, a team filled with talent,
and the support of the Bates fans, this
team should have a season of success.

Spring Schedule

r
LACROSSE (M)
April 1
April 5
Aprils
April 18
April 20
April 22
April 23
April 27
April 29
May 1
May 4
May 6
May 5, 6,
7
May 9
May 13

MERRIMACK
PROVIDENCE
PLYMOUTH
at Conn. College
at Wesleyan
at N.E. College
BABSON
COLBY
at M.l.T.
at Tufts
CURRY
at Middlebury
at ECAC

12:00
3:00
1:30
3:30
3:00
1:00
2:00
3:00
2:00
2:30
4:00
1:00
3:00

BOWQOIN
ALUMNI

3:00
1:00

TRACK (W)
April 1
April 5

April 8
April 15
April 22
April 25
and April
26
April 29
May 6

TENNIS (M)
March 18
and
March 19
April 1
April 17
April 22
April 24
April 25
April 28
thru April
30
May 3
May 6
and May
7
May 9
May 1 1
May 12
May 18
thru May
22

BATES SINGLES INVITATIONAL
SALEM STATE
at Conn. College
MIDDLEBURY
at Brandeis
at Tufts
at NESCAC
Tournament (Amheist)
at U.S.M.
STATE TOURNAMENT
(Bates)
BOWDOIN
at Colby
M.l.T.
at NCAA l)iv. Ill
Championships
(Kalamazoo,
Mich.)

7:00
7:00
1:00
3:30
11:00
3:00
2:30
3:00
8:00
2:00
9:00
10:00
1:30
3:00
3:30

May 13
and May
14
May 24
thru May
27

April 6
April 7
April 16
thru April
18
April 21
April 22

April 28

April 19
April 21
April 22

M.l.T.
at Salem Stale
at Bentley

3:00
3:00
1:00

TRACK (M)

at Westfield Relays
at Bowdoin/Colby
(Weight events
only)
at Fitchburg Invitational
at Colby w/Tufts
Bowdoin
at Pine Tree Re¬
lays (Bowdoin)
at Bowdoin
Heptathlon

11:00

April 1

4:00

April 8

at NESCAC
(Hamilton)
At New England
(Colby)
at ECAC Div III
(WPI)

10:00

April 15
9:00
11:00
April 22
April 29
3:00
May 6

at NCAA Div III
(North Central
College, Napcrvill, Ill.)

April 30
and May 1
May 3
May 5

at Suffolk
at Tufts
w/Northeastern
at New Englands
(New Seabury,
C.C., MA)
at State of Me.
(Arundel, CI.C.)
at M.l.T. w/Babson
Suffolk
BRANDIES w/
BOWDOIN
N.E. COLLEGE
w/U.S.M.
at NESCAC
(Williams College)
at C.B.B. (Bow(loin)
COLBY

May 12
and May
13
May 24
thru May
27

at Fitchburg Slate
Invitational
at MTL'w/Bowdoin
at Central Conn.
Relays (New Brit¬
ain) Optional
Meet
at State Meet
(Colby)
at NESCAC
(Hamilton)
at N.E, DIV III
(Williams)
at Open New
Englands (Dartmouth)
at NCAA III
(North Central
College, Naper¬
ville. 111.)

BASEBALL
11:00
1:00

1:00
10:00

1:00
1:()()
7:00
7:00
9:00
1:15

1:00
12:00
1:00
9:00
12:00
12:00

March 27
March 29
April 4
April 8
April 17
April 18
April 19
April 21
April 22
April 24
April 25
April 27
April 28
April 29
April 30
May 1
May 2
May 3
May 6
or
May 13
and May
14

at Fine Manor
at Nichols
GORDON
CLARK (D.H.)
at U.M.F.
at Wesleyan
at Trinity
at Wheaton
U. NEW ENGLAND
ST. JOSEPH’S
at Colby
THOMAS
tit U.S.M.
U.M.P.I. (D.H.)
at Salem
at Tufts
HUSSON
at Bowdoin
at NIAC
tit ECAC

March 25
March 31
April 1
April 7
April 8
April 17
April 18
April 21
April 22
April 25
April 28
April 29

10:30
4:00
Noon
10:00

April 30
May 2
May 3
May 5
May 6
May 9
May 12

at Babson (D.H.)
at Clark
at Fitchburg State

1:00
3:00
1:00

at W.P.I.
ST. JOSEPH’S
at Husson (D.H.)
at Bowdoin
at M.l.T.
COLBY
TUFTS
WILLIAMS
(D.H.)
U.M.P.I. (D.H.)
BOWDOIN
at U.M.F.
at Trinity
at Wesleyan
(D.H.)
at Colby
at U.S.M.

1:00
2:30
1:00
3:00
1;00
2:30
3:00
12:00
1:00
2:30
3:00
3:00
1:00
3:00
3:00

LACROSSE (W)

SOFTBALL

GOLF

April 27

TENNIS (W)

c

ously a physical sport. I would think that
if a player is getting paid millions of dol¬
lars to produce in a physical game a peak
physical state is essential. Therefore it is
within the right of the person who signs
the check to expect an absolute dedica¬
tion. Too often this type of dedication is

3:30
4:00
3:30
12:00
3:00
3:00
3:00
3:00
3:00
3:00
3:30
3:00
2:00
1:00
1:()()
3:00
3:00
3:30

March 24

at Boston University

March 25

at Ithaca (Middle¬
sex School)
SPRINGFIELD
at Plymouth State
HOLY CROSS
WILLIAMS
at Conn College
at Wheaton
at Wellesley
COLBY
at Middlebury
at Colby-Sawyer
at Tufts
BOWDOIN
at ECAC

April 1
April 6
April 8
April 9
April 19
April 21
April 22
April 26
April 28
April 29
May 1
May 3
May 6 and
May 7

8:30
pm
2:00
3:00
3:00
11:00
1:00
3:30
3:00
1:00

3:30
3:00
1:00
3:00
3:15

(D.H.) = Double Header
BOLD Print Indicates HOME Events
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FOCUS: LEWISTON’S HOMELESS

Homelessness: A Nationwide Problem
by Kim Gamel
1'hc numbers of homeless people on
the streets of U.S. cities has increased
drastically since 1980. Although diffi¬
cult to determine exactly, the current
number of homeless ranges anywhere
from 350,000 (according to the U.S.
Dept, of Housing and Urban Develop¬
ment HUD) to three million (according
to the Coalition for the Homeless).
The 1988 National Conference of

State Legislatures estimated that the
homeless population has been continu¬
ously growing at a rate of between 10
percent and 40 percent each year.

Causes of Homelessness
The rapid increase of homelessness
can be attributed to three main trends
according to a 1988 report of the Chil¬
dren’s Defense Fund. Those are: fall¬
ing family incomes among the poor, a
shrinking supply of affordable low-in-

come housing, and cuts in federal lowincome housing assistance.
American cities can blame the Rea¬
gan administration’s trickle-down polic¬
ies for the rapid increase. The Reagan
administration focused on freeing enter¬
prise by low inllation and high employ¬
ment. It left the main responsibility for
the homeless to local and state govern¬
ment and volunteer organizations, ac¬
cording to Nancy Gibbs’ article “For
Goodness’ Sake’’ in the January 9th is-

sue of Time.
An example of the decline of federal
homeless legislation is the treatment of
the McKinney Act which was signed
into law in 1987. This act, as described
by Patrick G. Marshall in Editorial Re¬
search
Reports,
authorizes
nearly
twenty programs for the homeless, in¬
cluding, shelter, food, job training,
health care and counseling. According
to the article, as of December 30, 1988
Congress had appropriated only slightly
more than half of what was originally in¬
tended as funding for McKinney Act
programs in fiscal 1989. On the other
hand, even when appropriately funded
“the McKinney Act is only a safety net,
and no one claims it could solve the

Since 1949, the ideal goal of
U.S. domestic policy has been
to provide a roof for each citi¬
zen. Unfortunately, that roof
has come to mean doorways
and bus stations for the na¬
tion’s homeless.

Some of Lewiston's homeless can frequently be seen walking the streets with their possessions in a bag. Colin Browning photo.

RESULTS Stands Up for the
Homeless in Congress
by Stephen Provasnik
On fifteen college campuses around
the country this month students will
fight at the bureaucratic level for the
needs of the homeless.
Working
through the national lobbying organiza¬
tion RESULTS, the, students will join
other community chapters in a national
lobbying effort to get the Community
Housing Partnership Act passed in Con¬
gress.
1 his bill will soon be introduced by
Congressman Joseph Kennedy and, ac¬
cording to Jennifer Robey, “what it
does bottom line is provide $25 million
in technical assistance and $500 million
in grants and low-interest loans to non¬
profit organizations in their efforts to
build low-cost housing.”
Robey, a freshman last year at the
University ol Oklahoma, has taken this
year off from school and is working as
the college coordinator for the RE¬
SELLS headquarters in Washington,
D.C. RESULTS (an acronym for “Re¬
sponsibility for Ending Starvation Using
Legislation, Prim Tabs, and Supports”)
is an international organization at work
in Australia, Canada, West Germany,
and Great Britain, as well as in the
1 nited States.
According to Diane Sanzone, the lo¬
cal RESULTS leader in Auburn, “the
purpose ol RESULTS is to create the
political will to end hunger worldwide by
the year 2000 and to break down the beliel that we don’t make a difference.”
I lowcvcr, the organization fights lor

“Homelessness in the U.S. has
quietly taken on crisis propor¬
tions . . . The old stereo-type
of the single, white, alcoholic,
skid-row derelict no longer ap¬
plies. Increasingly the ranks of
the homeless are composed of
families, children, ethnic mi¬
norities and the elderly. The
face of the homeless more and
more mirrors the American
poor. Skid-row has become de¬
mocratic. ”
more than just issues of hunger.
“We’ve worked a lot with Third
World development issues,” Robey
said, “in the past number of years we’ve
been getting a lot more into domestic
homelessness . . . It’s becoming a lot
more visible.”
Robey noted that from 1987 to 1988
the number of homeless people in¬
creased by 25 percent. She added that
Mitch Snyder, a prominent spokesman
for the homeless who spoke to RE¬
SULTS chapters recently, “would say
that since 1980 homelessness has in¬
creased by 25 percent every year due
largely to cuts by the Reagan adminis¬
tration. ”
RESULTS’s literature on the issue
states that:
“Homelessness in the U.S. has quietly
taken on crisis proportions . . . The old
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stereo-type of the single, white, alco¬
holic, skid-row derelict no longer ap¬
plies.
Increasingly the ranks of the
homeless are composed of families, chil¬
dren, ethnic minorities and the elderly.
The face of the homeless more and more
mirrors the American poor. Skid-row
has become democratic.”
Making people aware of such infor¬
mation and giving them the chance to
act on it is the principle occupation of
RESULTS. Group leaders participate
through conference calls in lectures to
learn about the issues each month.
Among the list of recent speakers RE¬
SULTS has had on their telephonic cir¬
cuit are Jim Grant, executive director of
UNICEF, Jesse Jackson, Dick Geph¬
ardt, Paul Simon, and Susan George.
At the monthly meetings with all
group members the group leaders then
explain what they’ve learned on the is¬
sues and present some courses of action
that they can take.
“The action is to make use of the trim
tabs . . : (such as) writing letters to the
editor, to presidential candidates, to leg¬
islators, to the president of the World
Bank, to the head of US A.I.D.—we
write who ever is appropriate for the ac¬
tion of the month,” Sanzone explained.
In both her remarks and in the organ¬
ization’s name the word ‘trim tabs’
comes up. Sanzone explained, “it’s a
nautical term used for the first time by
Buckminister Fuller in regards to the

■ SEE RESULTS PAGE 13

problem of the homeless. It provides
temporary
shelter,
not
low-cost
housing’,’ Marshall believes.
Since 1949, the ideal goal of U.S. do¬
mestic policy has been to provide a roof
for each citizen.
Unfortunately, that
roof has come to mean doorways and
bus stations for the nation’s homeless. A
main reason is that there are not enough
affordable roofs for the impoverished.
In eight years the federal housing budget
has plunged from $33 billion to about
$13 billion as cited by Gibbs in the Sep¬
tember 5, 1988 issue of Time magazine.
While there continues to be a decline
in the availability of low-income hous¬
ing, rents are increasing.
The Joint
Center for Housing found that more
than a quarter of the low-income house¬
holds were spending more than 75 per¬
cent of their incomes for housing in
1983. That does not leave much money
to spend on other necessities. According
to Gibbs, “for many of them, homeless¬
ness is just one paycheck away.”
Since federal funding for volunteer
programs is relatively insufficient, many
U.S. cities rely on private volunteer ef¬
forts. In January of this year Gibbs
cited that there are eighty million volun¬
teers helping the homeless. In addition,
105,000 new service organizations were
born between 1982 and 1987.
“An
overwhelming
majority
of
Americans believe that charities are
needed more now than there were just
five or ten years ago. In New York City
there are about 35,000 people living on
the streets compared with 500 a decade
ago,” she pointed out.
Among the new, innovative volunteer
organizations is one called “Street
Sheet” in which volunteers issue in-

In New York City there are
about 35,000 people living on
the streets compared with 500 a
decade ago.”
structions directing homeless people to
the nearest soup kitchens and clothes
banks. Another organization Gibbs de¬
scribes is Food Partnership, Inc. outside
Los Angeles which arranges for cargo
trucks returning from their deliveries to
transport food between food banks and
donors.
Unfortunately, even with individual
and group efforts, according to the 1988
Children’s Defense Fund, “71 percent
of the cities surveyed by the Conference
of Mayors in late 1987 reported that ser¬
vices for families with children were fac¬
ing the most severe overload.”

FOCUS: LEWISTON’S HOMELESS

Hope Haven: A Room Out of the Cold
by Philip Koski
On a given night, sixty people sleep in
the streets of Lewiston. Living on Lis¬
bon Street, the smell of baked bread
from a nearby bread factory is a con¬
stant, harsh reminder of the meager
amount of food they eat each day.
The number of people on the streets
of Lewiston would be higher if not for
the Hope Haven Mission Gospel, a shel¬
ter that houses about 30 homeless
people—sometimes more in the deep
freeze of winter.
“We’re not a hand-out, we’re a handup,” explained Proctor George Nicker¬
son in describing the philosophy of the
shelter, which he set up 1983 and contin¬
ues to run today.
The shelter maintains a communal at¬
mosphere in its everyday operations.
Residents cook the meals, clean the
rooms, and work for the shelter’s dis¬
count clothes store. In addition, some
work in shelter’s own woodshop, build¬
ing and refurbishing furniture and mak¬
ing crafts. The money that the clothing
store and wood working bring in helps
off-set the shelter’s expenses, which can¬
not be met solely by government grants.
Putting the shelter’s residents to work
also serves to build their confidence and
prepare them for getting a job. Nicker¬
son explained that one of the shelters’
goals is to “get them on their feet
again. ’ ’
“They build something and look at
what they’ve built and say,‘Maybe I'm
not as bad as I thought,’” Nickerson
said.

In addition to working for Hope Ha¬
ven, residents spejid much of their days
looking for jobs. In Lewiston, most ol
the employment opportunities are fac¬
tory jobs, according to one boarder. For
some, though, finding a job is not the

“I’ve had 20 jobs in my life .
. . I’ll get another job. I don’t
know how long it’ll last—
maybe a month or two.”
end of the battle because holding on to
it is tough.
“I’ve had 20 jobs in my life . . . I’ll
get another job. I don’t know how long
it’ll last—maybe a month or two,” ex¬
plained one 40 year-old shelter resident.
Homelessness, however, affects more
than those who have problems keeping
their jobs. Many people in Lewiston
have a hard time making ends meet
when a pay check is coming into the
household. One unexpected crisis can
push a family over the brink and force
them out of their home.
“Because of the poor economy there’s
a lot of people working for the minimum
wage . . . way below the poverty level.
They get sick—miss a week’s pay—and
they’ve gone over the brink.” said Nick¬
erson. “They can’t come up with the
rent.”
In addition, a string of fires this win¬
ter, including one last Wednesday night,
has forced several Lewiston families out
of their homes. “The housing problem
just keeps getting worse and worse,”

Nickerson said.

Drug Problems
Stress from their economic situation
often accompanies a high amount of
drug use. The majority of residents at
Hope Haven have substance abuse
problems. For. one resident, substance
abuse, brought on by job stress, led to
the loss of his family and job.
“(Your employer) couldn’t care less
about you. So you go home with your
six-pack and joints. You beat your wife.
One day you come home and a note is
there: ‘Bye Sucker,’” he recounted.

Residents with drug or alcohol prob¬
lems at Hope Haven are enrolled in de¬
tox treatment centers. “I’m doing pretty

“This winter we’ve been full.
In fact we’ve been a little over¬
full. And I think there’s been a
couple of times when we’ve
said ‘no’”
good now. I go to AA meetings all the
time,” said one recovering alcoholic and

■ SEE HOPE HAVEN PAGE 13

Lewiston Sees A Variety of Homeless
by Julia Opler
and Stephen Provasnik
As students at Bates, sometimes, we
bemoan our numbers in the housing lot¬

tery and dread the prospects of leaving
our fate in the grips of summer place¬
ment. We do not, however, think twice
about the fact that we will have a place
to live, a bed to sleep in, and food to eat.

For several hundred people, life in the
Androscoggin Valley does not include
these blessings that we take for granted.
Homelessness is a real problem de¬
spite the fact that there are not visible
street people. “It’s different from say
Boston where I grew up because there
they have the traditional street person
who is a single, male alcoholic . . .
(Also) our climate and the smallness of
Lewiston tends to keep the numbers of
homeless low,” Kathleen Callahan,
Captain of the Salvation Army in Lewis¬
ton, noted.
Instead the homeless in Lewiston are
mostly single men and women with chil-

“It’s the women who end up
tending for the children . . .
The men are more free even
though they might have chil¬
dren somewhere.”

Hope Haven Gospel Mission on 209 Lincoln Street. Colin Browning photo.

dren.
“It’s the women who end up
tending for the children . . . The men
are more free even though they might
have children somewhere,” Callahan
said.
According to Wendy Anders, at the
New Beginnings Shelter in Lewiston,
there is a high percentage of homeless
children also on the streets. New Begin¬
nings constantly gets referrals from state
and local police and from the Depart¬
ment of Human Services for children
who are either turned out of their homes
or leave by choice. Anders said that 95
homeless young people have been at the
facility since the beginning of this year.
In addition, Callahan pointed out that
there is “a group of folks who are much
more transient. We have folks who have
been in Bangor last night and will be in
Portland tomorrow ... I would say they
are unstable personalities.”
While some homeless have mental
health problems or have chemical de¬

pendencies, not all are. Besides children
from broken homes, “there a large per¬
centage (of women with children) fleeing
from an abusive situation,” Callahan
said.

Shelter Living
Most of these homeless live in shelters
until they can get established in a stable
situation. The time they can stay in
shelters depends: single men generally
can stay a week in a place like Hope Ha¬
ven while abused women can stay a
month to six weeks in the Abused
Women Shelter or the Shelter for Fam¬
ilies.
“If a woman comes to a shelter for
abused women and she had been in the
traditional family usually she’s going on
assistance for the first time ... if you
don’t know what you’re doing it takes a
lot out of you and you need help,” Cal¬
lahan said explaining the complications
of filling out the paperwork to get on
low-income assistance.
The problem of homelessness, how¬
ever, is perceived differently from other
perspectives. For the police, who re¬
ceive complaints about homeless per¬
sons, they are a nuisance. Officer Moyer
of the Lewiston Police Department, said
that “one way or another, we deal with
(them) day to day and even several times
a day.”
“Quite simply, if there is no violation
of the law and they are cooperative,
what can we do?,” he said, “We can’t
just arrest them. And there are only two
possibilities for shelter—both of which
are very limited.”
According to Moyer the main reasons
for homelessness are the lack of employ¬
ment opportunities and the “personal
choice to remain where they are.” Po¬
lice see the majority of the homeless in
the downtown area, but “we are also be-

■ SEE LEWISTON, PAGE 12
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FOCUS: LEWISTON’S HOMELESS

Building Projects to Combat Local Problem
Homelessness is a major problem in
every city in the United States—Lewis¬
ton is no exception. Community Con¬
cepts, a Lewiston agency that aids disad¬
vantaged families, recently completed a
study on the homeless of our town. On *
any given night there are an average of
60 people with no permanent place to
stay. Many are children. They stay
with friends or in their ears, or at Hope
haven, a shelter downtown. During the
warmer months many are actually on
the streets.
Bates students are well aware that
Bates is not an island, even though it
may seem like it at times. Many of us
feel that the homeless in Lewiston are^
not “some ragged people” that' live

“out there.” They are distant members
of our own families when they are in
need, we are in need. Their pain weighs
on our heart. What can be done?
For the short-term aid, food and
clothing helps. A woman whose chil-

Rich Taylor
dren are fed can move beyond concern
for immediate survival and plan for the
future. With a decent set of clothing a
person is able to go to a job interview.
Volunteering at a homeless shelter is a
way to share compassion and solidar¬
ity—only an hour a week can mean a lot
to a person who feels desperate, alone,

cast off from society.
But in the long run, an endless stream
of clothes, food and friendship is not
enough. These things are good and use¬
ful, but they just don’t add up to a
house.
These people need homes.
Luckily, several groups in Lewiston are
aware of this. The Anchor home is a
house being built for homeless children
all over Maine—it can accommodate up
to 45 kids. When finished, the couple
chosen as “house parents” will raise the
kids in a family-like setting. They really
need volunteers to help put in fire es¬
capes, banisters, carpeting, windows,
and also to paint.
No experience is
needed.

Rural Community Action Ministry
(RCAM) works in more rural parts of
the area building homes for people in
several different places at once. They
also need volunteers.
There are two ways to help with these
building projects. You can donate a few
hours a week throughout the school
year. Or you can stay on campus free
during the April break (April 16th
through 23rd) and work with either
agency six to eight hours a day For a
week. Transportation is provided.
If you want to help fight the homeless
problem in any way, call the Volunteer
Coordinator Office in CSA at 786-6468
or contact Sean Andrews, box 29.

Student Organizations
Working for Homeless
by Nancy Wagner
Bates students have begun to make
some effort to alleviate homelessness in
the surrounding Lewiston-Auburn com¬
munity. Their energy has been chan¬
neled primarily through the community
service organization on campus known
as the Movement, and also the Chapel
Board.
The Movement is initiating a pro¬
gram in which Bates students can opt for
an alternative spring break. Approxi¬
mately ten Bates volunteers are desired
to renovate Anchor Home, a house for
homeless children.
Anchor Home, directed by George
Nickerson, is located on twenty acres of
farmland in Auburn. It will eventually
be able to provide a home for up to
twenty children.

Alternative Spring Break
The repairs that need to be done in¬
clude painting, simple electrical tasks,
and some plumbing. The Bates students
who choose to participate in this pro¬
gram may remain on campus, but will
receive no academic credit.
Sean Andrews ’91, the Movement

member primarily concerned with orga¬
nizing this project, remarked that, “it’s
a way to do something productive, and
also grow personally.”
Some Bates students have also tried to
alleviate the immediate problems of
those Lewiston residents who were re¬
cently left homeless after the blaze which
swept over Walnut and Bartlett streets
on February 13th.
Joanne Walton, one of the work-study
Volunteer Services Coordinators, orga¬
nized a drive which collected $315 and
21 bags of donated clothing. The cloth¬
ing was turned over to the New Auburn
Social Club, and the money was given
to the Red Cross for the relief of the fire
victims. The Chapel Board also donated
a recent offering to the fire relief fundi
The Chapel Board has a homelessness
awareness week in the works. It was
originally planned for the week of
March 20th, but has been postponed un¬
til next fall due to scheduling conflicts.
Daniel Record ’90, President of the
Chapel Board, would like the week to in¬
clude movies, discussion groups, and a
couple of guest speakers. The Campus
Association, of which the Movement is
a branch, will also take part.

Lewiston’s Homeless
■ LEWISTON, FROM PAGE 11
ginning to see (them) on the outskirts,”
Moyer added.

Welfare
For the Lewiston office of welfare the
problem is that people cannot pay for
housing once they get it. “We honestly
don’t believe there is a homeless prob¬
lem in Lewiston,” said Anita Dubois, a
case worker at the Office of General As¬
sistance the city welfare office.
“Say you have a person in town who
has no money. We say find a room and
return with an application and we’ll pay
for the room—of course, we have lim¬
its,” Dubois said, but there are rooms
available.
The city’s allowance pres¬
ently is $260 a month but it will soon be
going up to $300.
Dubois realizes that good housing for
that amount is impossible. “(Rent) of
$300 a month is not unusual and that’s
not even heated. We’re talking about
slum areas and they’re not the best of
apartments. They barely meet codes,”
she said. Yet, Lewiston can meet the de¬
mand for housing and people can get as¬
sistance she said.
“In the bigger cities it’s that there are
no places, no facilities, no rooms . . .
(they) just don’t have the apartments or
they’re out of sight,” Dubois said.

Even so the shelters in Lewiston are
well used and at times full during the
cold winter months. Many homeless ate
not aware of the welfare regulations or
the support available through the city of¬
fice.

•

The clean and comfortable living conditions of Hope Haven’s residents. Colin Browning
photo.

GIVE BLOOD

•

Where: Bates College, Chase Hall
When: Tuesday, March 28th 3-9pm
AND
The club, dorm and/or organization with the highest number of donors and/or
volunteers wins a pizza and beer or alt bev party!

Page 12 M The Bates Student, March 17, 1989

-$40 gift certificate for pizza
-$50 gift certificate from Beverage World
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Homeless Can Find a Room at Hope Haven
■ HOPE HAVEN, FROM PAGE 11
former crack user.
For the homeless living on the street,
drugs play large role in their lives. In or¬
der to get a few dollars, many homeless
sell drugs for drug dealers. The money
they get, in turn, often goes towards
buying alcohol or drugs for themselves.
“(Selling drugs) is how the homeless
on the street make their money in the
day. They don’t care where they’ll be
sleeping at night because they’ll be ham¬
mered anyway,” said a shelter resident
who used to live on the streets of Lewis¬
ton. “There’s a 64 year-old homeless
lady right up here on Lisbon Street sell¬
ing drugs.”
At the shelter the homeless receive
good, warm meals. No frills, but satisfy¬
ing for its residents. “It’s Sunday, so

“(Your
employer)
couldn’t
care less about you. So you go
home with your six-pack and
joints. You beat your wife. One
day you come home and a note
is there: ‘Bye Sucker.’”
they give us something special,” said
one resident in reference to a meal of
grilled cheeses and pea soup.
The residents are assigned to rooms.
Those who have been there for a long
time have their own rooms. Newcomers
usually share a room with three others.
“This winter we’ve been full. In fact
we’ve been a little over-full. And I think
there’s been a couple of times when
we’ve said ‘no,’” Nickerson said.
Overall Hope Haven has a definite
Christian tone. Religious pictures hang
in nearly every room. Nickerson, him¬
self a born-again Christian, teaches a bible group every morning. Most of the
30 residents attend the group, and are
generally responsive to the religious as¬
pect of the shelter. “I get into it. It’s
something to look forward to,” said one
resident.

Two of the residents of Hope Haven who talked to The Student. Colin Browning photo.

RESULTS Fights For Homeless
■ RESULTS, FROM PAGE 10
it has been very successful. “It’s abso¬
lutely the most efficient use of my time
I know. We’ve gotten everything we’ve
asked for,” she said referring to past
lobbying efforts.
Last January RESULTS was instru¬
mental in supporting the passage of HJ
resolution 31 assisting the plight of the

ship of state. If you try and turn around
a ship like the Queen Mary its too big to
turn right around ... so you use a rud¬
der but that’s too hard to turn . . . The
trim tab is little rudder on top of the big
rudder. It’s very easy to turn the trim
tab. Then it’s easy to turn the rudder
and then it’s easy to turn the ship.”
That’s the principle behind the groups
lobbying action. According to Sanzone

Put your talent to work.
Write for The Student.

homeless and is still pushing to get ap¬
proved the final half of the approxi¬
mately $400 million fund of the McKenny Act for helping out the homeless.
RESULTS has 105 grass root groups
around the country. Wesleyan College,

“Since 1980 homelessness has
increased by 25 percent every
year due largely to cuts by the
Reagan administration.”
Yale University, Cornell University,
Mount Holyoke College, Pennsylvania
State University, Bard College, and the
University of Delaware all have RE¬
SULTS groups on campus.
The RESULTS group in Auburn is
the only one in the state of Maine now.
Previously a group existed in Augusta.
Sanzone hopes to open a group at Bates
next year.
She has led the Auburn
group since November of last year.
Anyone interested in attending the
next local meeting which will deal specif¬
ically with the issue of homelessness
should contact Sanzone at 782-4576.
The next meeting will be at 6:45 p.m.
March 30, as all meetings are held on
the last Thursday of the month.

Heart Attack.
Fight it with a
Memorial gift to
the American
Heart Association.
THE AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION
MEMORIAL PROCRAM »

WE'RE FIGHTING FOR
YOUR LIFE

American Heart
Association
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Making Bates Safe
In light of the recent violent attacks that have taken place on stu¬
dents the question of security is bound to arise. Bates College Secu¬
rity then becomes the obvious object of criticism. Inevitably, we will
tend to blame safety problems on the persons whom the college has
hired to deal with them.
It may be that the security force should be expanded, yet difficulties
arise from such an option. First, Bates College is not exactly over¬
flowing with funds. We are all aware of the college’s financial status
relative to other small colleges. Indeed, to boost the level of security
to a standard where all Bates students feel safe all the time would
place a significant strain on extremely limited funding.
Secondly, to acquire more Security vehicles and hire more person¬
nel takes time. The problem of violent crime on campus is happening
now. Who among us can claim that the next violent crime will wait
four to six months to occur, thus ensuring time to expand Security?
Action needs to be taken now and as the potential crime victims we
are the ones to take the initiative.
There are many courses of action that we as students might pursue.
First, the general level of consciousness of crime on campus must be
raised. The process of change on this level is relatively simple. When
we hear of any crime on campus (from ten dollars being stolen from
a room to a flasher at the pool), we should talk about it.
These threats to the security of ourselves and our fellow students
should not be kept as a well guarded secret, yet another piece of our
arsenal of impressive Bates gossip. Rather, we should tell people. By
raising the consciousness of the general level of crime on campus we
will all become aware of when we are vulnerable and learn to take
countermeasures.
A second easy course of action that students can take is to stop
being a distraction to Security. Nightly, Security has to go out of its
way to unlock the doors of students who have forgotten their keys.
Obviously Security has better things to do with their time and must
serve a purpose beyond simply being doorpeople for students. Per¬
haps if Security’s time was not occupied by such frivolous tasks there
would not be as great a need for increased Security personnel.
Finally, student groups can take a more active role in improving
the security of the campus. A type of free escort service provided
by the football team, or the crew or rugby clubs would have several
advantages. First, students would feel safer walking home with an
escort. Secondly, the student group involved might feel a tremendous
sense of pride rallying around a cause that would improve the campus
community. Finally, such a program would go a long way towards
dispelling some of the harmful stereotypes directed at the male ath¬
letes on campus.
This is not to say that the college has no role to play in the safety
of its students. There are several cheap alternatives that might be
pursued for improving the safety of students on the Bates campus.
The quad, for example, is in many places poorly lit. Those dark cor¬
ners seem like a frighteningly obvious locale for violent crimes. The
college should work towards improving the lighting on the quad, by
adding new lights in currently darkened areas
Another relatively inexpensive improvement might be to add more
emergency phones connected to the Security office. Currently, only
two such lines exist, at the far corners of the campus. March 4th’s
assault proves that crime does not only occur in these distant locales.
More emergency phones should be added, in more accessible loca¬
tions.
Security on campus is a problem that directly confronts us. As,
such the most immediate and affective form of action is that which is
initiated by us, the Bates students.
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Letters To The Editor
Recycling Process To Begin
To the Editor:
Paper recycling has hit Bates! Six
large, black recycling bins are currently
on loan from a recycling company to
help Bates start its own comprehensive
paper recycling program. We plan to
start small. Students are responsible for
2 recycling bins in Chase Hall and 2 in
Pettigrew Computing Center, while the
administration has agreed to care for 2
bins in Lane Hall.
In the Chase Hall mail area, there will
be cans clearly marked for white paper
only. Other cans are for all kinds of col¬
ored or shaded paper. It is very important
that the two kinds of paper are correctly
sorted, and that no foreign material like
plastic or trash gets in there. Ordinary
trash cans will also be clearly marked.
“Table mail” is being picked up by vol¬
unteers at every meal, and will also jbe

sorted and put into the Chase Hall bins.
In Pettigrew computing, both bins are
for computing paper only. Please, no trash
like pencils, yogurt containers, etc. Pure
computer paper is very valuable if un¬
contaminated.
All bins are clearly marked, but there
may still be some confusion in the first
lew weeks. Please bear with us and en¬
courage your friends to cooperate. Stu¬
dent support is the only thing, that will
make it work. If this pilot program runs
well, the entire school will gradually go
on the program. One last program? Call
the volunteer coordination office at
786-6468 to give your ideas.
Yours in Service,
Rich 1 aylor, the Movement
John Garesche,
Bates Environmental Committee

Students’ Behavior Offensive
To the Editor:
These are personal views and should
not be perceived as representational of
Amnesty International
I am writing to express my shock and
disappointment with a handful of par¬
ticularly obnoxious Bates students I en¬
countered while working last Friday at
the Page party to benefit Amnesty In¬
ternational. First, I would like to stress
that Amnesty is an organization which,
through public awareness campaigns
and letter writing, has proved to be an
effective means of peaceably procuring
the release of p ri s o n e r s - of- c o n sc i en c e—
people who have been imprisoned with¬
out trial or due course and may be sub¬
ject to torture or other inhumane
conditions during this illegal detention.
All the profit that resulted from this
party will be used for postage and other
expenses Amnesty will incur during their
continued efforts to demand basic uni¬
versal human rights.
The fee for the party was three dol¬
lars. Amnesty also suggested additional
donations from those who were willing
to give them. This fee is standard for any
Bates party. After working the keg for
an hour (a scene that was more hellish
for those trying to get drinks than those
filling cups). I wandered upstairs to see
if the people working the door could use
any help. It was here that my real dis¬

appointment with Batesies began. I was
told that there was a problem with peo¬
ple walking into the party without pay¬
ing. I figured I would stick around—
apparently more people were needed to
work the door.
Here I’ll pause to say that I’m not na¬
ive. Obviously there will be some people
who will try to sneak into parties. What
1 was shocked at was the number who
barged rudely by without even trying to
pretend that they had paid. Here are
three examples of behavior-that-had-noshame out of many.
One female, when asked if her hand
was stamped,' shoved her fist obnox¬
iously close to my face, shouted “NO!”
and walked in anyway.
A male in a leather jacket that must
have cost at least $400, when asked if he
had paid to get in, replied, “Well, ac¬
tually no. But I got in downstairs.” And
walked in.
An extremely obnoxious female (also
decked out in a fine leather coat and
purse) was also asked if she paid to get
in. Her reply as she barged haughtily
past us: “NO! And I’m not going to!”
As if this wasn’t bad enough, she then
stood inside the double doors of the Page
Lounge and bragged to her friends how
she got in without paying, repeating the
words she told us (Yes, we heard you).
'/'hen- she had the audacity to emerge

■ SEE LETTERS, PAGE 16
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FORUM

Tell The Truth: Conservatism in the Media
Well, I’ve had it. Enough conserv¬
ative whining about how “liberal” the
media is. The media is not liberal.
They’re not lel't-wing. They’re not even
adventurous, for God’s sake.
Granted, they kinda took Dan Quaylc
to task, but let’s face it: like it or not,
he deserved every bit of the punishment.
But examples like this are few and far
between. On the whole, the media’s
general outlook results in reporting
which favors conservatism over liber¬
alism.
It’s not that the reporting itself is bi¬
ased. The media slant comes from the
choice of what to report and where to
print it. In case you don’t know, impor¬
tant stories are actually ignored by those
titans of objectivity, the Times, the Globe,
and the Post.
Have you ever heard, for example,
about the first arms-for-hostages deal
with Iran? It happened before Ollie Nor¬
th’s fiasco. Way before. It was 1980.
The Reagan camp, trying to get a fur¬
ther leg up on the already-pitilul Carter
campaign, made a deal with Iranian
leaders: we’ll sell you arms if you keep
the hostages until Carter’s out of office.
The result was pretty. The hostages,
a source of great agony for most Amer¬
icans, were allowed to fly home just as
Reagan was delivering his inaugural ad¬

dress. The image was powerful: here’s
strong Ronnie, able to scare the Iranians
into capitulation with his very presence.
Quite inspiring.
Few people knew the knotty truth be¬
hind the maneuver. In fact, it wasn’t
even reported in any press until five
years later. New York’s Nation magazine
broke the story, in the midst of the IranContra hearings, and it was promptly

Chris Janak
picked up by . . . nobody!
It just goes to show—the media is ba¬
sically afraid to ruffle too many feathers.
Always play it safe. Apparently, the
news that’s “fit to print” is only the
news which fails to undercut certain ba¬
sic assumptions.
There’s another example in the New
York Times from this past Tuesday.
Take a gander at page 26. There, past a
story about a helicopter crash in Ari¬
zona, eleven pages after that all-impor¬
tant piece about tainted Chilean fruit in
Philly, you’ll find a little news item enti¬
tled “McFarlane Testifies He Told Bush
in ’85 of North’s Aid to Contras.”
Despite Reagan’s and Bush’s protests
to the contrary, McFarlane testified on
Monday that he, in fact, informed the

terrible twosome that Ollie was both
“providing occasional advice and occa¬
sional assistance” to the Contras. In
case you don’t know, such “occasional
assistance” was in flagrant violation of
the law of the land at the time. Regard¬
less of the validity, just-ness, or desir-

The media is basically
afraid to ruffle too many
feathers. Always play it
safe. Apparently, the news
that’s “fit to print” is only
the news which fails to
undercut certain basic as¬
sumptions.
ability of that law, it was still the law.
And then-President Reagan and nowPresident Bush were both aware of that
violation. And they refused to stop it. In
fact, according to McFarlane’s testi¬
mony, Reagan said (and I quote)
“O.K.”
This piece of testimony, of course, is
what was missing from the televised Ir¬
an-Contra hearings of 1987. This is the
missing link to the Oval Office which for
which everyone was searching. This is

the testimony which makes Reagan and
Bush guilty.
And there it is, on page 26. Right
next to a story about a fire which is
threatening the lives of some rare falcons
in a national park in Texas. 26 pages
away from the front page, where a piece
about the state of the fur industry is
prominently featured.
I don’t think I need to state the obvi¬
ous and discuss these misguided priorit¬
ies. I hope you can figure it out for your¬
self. Sure, the story’s there, and sure it’s
reported honestly, but it’s on page 26,
where only the most devoted Times read¬
ers get before they end up in the Science
section.
It’s a shame that America’s conserv¬
atives have nowhere better to blame
whatever political problems they en¬
counter (and lately the number is small)
than the press. To accuse the media of a
liberal bias is absurd: for one thing,
you’ve got to be pretty rich to own a TV
station or a newspaper; for another, a
quick glance at the news on any given
day will reveal quite the opposite.
Yet another happy paradox brought
to you by America’s favorite political
party. Stay tuned, though. Maybe if
we’re lucky they’ll get a chance to ex¬
plain supply-side economics soon. Then
we’ll see some happy paradoxes.

The Date Rape Puzzle: Cooperation is the Key
The recent reports of an assault on
campus and the newspaper articles de¬
voted to the issue of date rape last week
have brought the issue of sexual harass¬
ment and abuse to the fore of many a
conversation on campus of late. While I
fully acknowledge the existence of social
and legal problems associated with these
issues, there is something about the tone
of many of the stands I have heard re¬
cently to which I cannot help but take
objection.
I understand that it is very upsetting
to hear that people often get hurt during
sexual relations with people they know
well, but I, for one, am sick and tired of
the accusations and guilt trips. I am sick

of hearing the accusations that “men are
naturally more aggressive” and that
therefore we are all walking time bombs
that could instantly turn into ravenous
uncontrollable violent sex fiends at any
moment.

Steve Gensemer
I am not a rapist and I have no inter¬
est in defending rapists. I am not a sex¬
ist and I have no interest in defending
sexists. I believe that women arc women
(whether or not they spell it with a “y”)
and men are men. But we are all people

first, and that is what is most important.
If you think that you can stop people
from hurting each other on both sides in
relationships, you can forget it. Any¬
time one person is more manipulative,
experienced, excited, strong, convinc¬
ing, or attracted than another, a poten¬
tial exists for one or both to be hurt. No
amount of feminist preaching is likely to
change this fact. Getting hurt is part of
growing up.
Date rape is definitely a puzzle. It’s
hard to know who is to blame. Is it the
courts? Most date rapes are never re¬
ported. Is it the men who rape? Many
date rapes are actually consented to. Is
it the women who “lead them on”? It

WASHINGTON
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would be ridiculous to blame the victim
for the crime.
About a year ago I saw sign on so¬
meone’s desk which read: “He who
blames society has not begun his educa¬
tion. He who blames himself has begun
his education. He who blames no one
has completed his education.” There is
a serious point here.
“Who is to
blame?” is a meaningless question.
There is no answer to it. The only ques¬
tion I can think of in the case of date
rape that can lead us in a productive di-

“I understand that it is
very upsetting to hear that
people often get hurt dur¬
ing sexual relations with
people they know well, but
I, for one, am sick and
tired of the accusations and
guilt trips.”

rection is “What can we do about it?”
One of the columns last week that did
not directly blame anyone called for us
all to be more sensitive to each others’
feelings; in effect, to grow up. Well, I
have bad news. No matter how many
of us grow up, there will still be more
children who haven’t.
Maybe if we
were all born already grown up, we
wouldn’t have that problem.
Highly
unlikely.
Maybe if we all had planned mar¬
riages, and premarital sex were taboo,
we could avoid date rape. Hardly a pop¬
ular proposition in this day and age. I
am afraid that date rape is one price we
pay for sexual freedom in an imperfect
world. In one form or another, it is here
to stay.
That doesn’t mean it isn’t worth dis¬
cussing. But it should be approached in
a spirit of cooperation and community,
with none of the blaming, guilt, finger¬
pointing, and accusing every dissenter
of sexism that too often characterize the
debate today.
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Friendly Fascism: Atwater In Sheep’s Clothing
Although being a columnist lor a
small college newspaper demands that
the columnist believe he or she kaows
everything (or can at least fake it), there
are lots of things we opinion-pushers
don’t know.
The world abounds with amazing
miscellany. For example, listening to
Laurie Anderson’s “Mach 20”, I
learned that if a human sperm cell were
the size of a salmon, it could swim its
seven-inch journey at something over
500 miles per hour. If a human sperm
cell were the size of a sperm whale, it
could swim its seven-inch journey at
Mach 20. Pretty amazing, huh?
This was just a little bit of trivia to
keep your attention until you reached
the second paragraph. Now that we’re
here, let me alert you to what I find to
be one of the most amazing develop¬
ments of the past few months.
The
whole saga started somewhere around
January 20, I believe. Washington was
bustling with inaugural pomp and cir¬
cumstance, and George Bpsh gave us
saccharine dreams of “a kinder and
gentler nation” sprinkled with “a thou¬
sand points of light”. If you think that
sounds good, things get much better.
That night there was a party, however
this party had more rhythm than a Re¬
publican gathering has seen in years
(add ever seen). More Black people than
are in the Republican parry as a whole
(of course we’ll never know for sure how
many Black people, are registered Re¬
publicans seeing as they refuse to pub¬
lish an official estimate) gathered under
one roof for a Blues Fest. It seemed like
a heavy dose of good clean fun, and it
was for the most part.
This “first night out” of the new, hip,
Republican Party was heralded as a sin¬
cere attempt to broaden the party’s base.
Blues giants such as Stevie Ray
Vaughan, Bo Diddley, Willie Dixon,
and Koko Taylor were thrown in to fur¬
ther the cause. However, the real star of
the night was George, playing (or rather
un-soulfully faking playing) his brand

new white Fender Stratocaster.
With his new, hip, sobriquet, ‘The
Prez’ painted in bold red lettering on his
new, white ’axe’, and a nifty black tux
to finish off the look, he was second in
coolness only to Lee Atwater, the Re¬
publican Party chairman. Our friend
Lee played the git-fiddle for reall Word
has it that before Lee’s Reaganite days,
he was a session musician for Percy
Sledge, Marvin Gaye and others.
So there we have it—a man who op¬
posed hotel integration under Goldwater
in the sixties and who spoke out against
the Beach Boys’ performing at a presi¬
dential function as “attracting undesir-

Corey Harris
able elements” trading guitar licks with
a lively youngster in the guise'of an in¬
telligent politician of the eighties. Now
this is something many Americans have
been waiting years to see: some beat,
some soul, some get-up-and-go, some
innovation, some racial integration.
That night, the Republicans had it all.
A month or so later, a little known,
underdog politician named David Duke
was earnestly campaigning for the Loui¬
siana state legislature. Why was this
good looking southern politician the un¬
derdog?
Some people say that Mr.
Duke lacked political experience. How¬
ever, his resume was an impressive one
to say the least: National leader of the
NAAWP (the National Association for
the Advancement of White People), and
an impressive stint as national leader of
the Ku Klux Klan.
This gifted orator helped to chip away
at the ignorant back-woods bigot image
of the klan—this ignorant back-woods
bigot wore three piece suits and parted
his hair. Just like our friends Mr. Bush
and Mr. Atwater, Mr. Duke had
changed his spots. Although he says
he’s no longer associated with the Ku
Klux Klan (they only share the same
mailing address now), Mr. Duke is still

Letters To The Editor
Students’ Behavior Offensive

committed to the NAAWP, which he
calls a “civil rights” organization (and
who says the movement died twenty
years ago?).
To everyone’s surprise, Mr. Duke
won, fair and square. Aside from the
obvious losers (anyone with sense in
their head and color in their skin), many
people in Louisiana were ecstatic. Good
things could be seen ahead for the cause
of white rights—finally they could have
a say in their government. It seemed
that this often questionable process
called democracy was all it was cracked
up to be after all. American politics is
fair (cough).
Although the new Republican Party
chairman didn’t know it, David Duke’s
victory was just about as beneficial for

“So there we have it—a
man who opposed hotel in¬
tegration under Goldwater
in the sixties and who
spoke out against the
Beach Boys’ performing at
a presidential function as
‘attracting
undesirable
elements’ trading guitar
licks with a lively young¬
ster in the guise of an intel¬
ligent politician of the
eighties.”
Lee Atwater as it was for David Duke;
now Lee had a second chance to Haunt
his new, hip, eighties-style liberal con¬
servatism (I hope you know an oxymo¬
ron when you see it).
It just so happened that David Duke,
looking for some trace of legitimacy in
his campaign, registered himself as a
Republican three days before the race.
Enter Lee, with a disclaimer in the New
York 'l imes saying that David Duke qual¬
ifies for no funds whatsoever as a mem¬
ber of the Republican Party. So Mr. At¬

water managed to come out on top—he
stayed conservative, denounced a racist,
and kept his reputation as a Republican
with some rhythm and soul. If I didn’t
know better, I’d think it was a pre-ar¬
ranged agreement: you scratch my back
and I’ll stab yours.
So Lee and the new conservative
bandwagon come out smelling like roses
again . . . until recently.
Enter Howard University. For years,
this predominantly Black university
maintained an excellent reputation
within and without the Black commu¬
nity as one of the more progressive insti¬
tutions of higher learning in the U.S.
However, Howard did so despite a con¬
tinual relative scarcity of funds.
A few weeks ago, the Howard admin¬
istration was looking for someone to fill
a spot on their board of trustees. Obvi¬
ously, they wanted someone with an al¬
legedly aggressive outlook, lots of
money, and a new image. Can you see
where this is leading? Lee to the rescue.
However, not a few students had a
problem with Lee’s succession to the
throne. Ultimately, the outrage became
so great that the school closed down and
Mr. Atwater was forced to resign, osten¬
sibly to prevent injury and loss of human
life. In reality however, someone had
finally seen through Mr. Atwater’s new
spots. For all his hipness, guitar play¬
ing, and anti-Duke posturing, Mr. At¬
water could not woo a Black university
to accept him as a participant in their
destiny.
So what’s the moral? Well, let’s just
say that a leopard without spots is still a
leopard. If Mr. Duke, Mr. Atwater,
and Mr. Bush orchestrated their efforts,
they could make a donkey believe he was
a horse, convince an entire nation that
they have more soul than exists in B.B.
King’s littlest finger, and could, if
turned into three blind and virile sperm
whales, talk their way out of it, manage
to stay in office, and grab a few votes
along the way. I think I’ve had my say
. . . time for some Percy Sledge.

YOU’RE LOOKING
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from the Lounge, stand five feet behind
us, and begin to gesticulate wildly to her
friends on the other side of us, mouth¬
ing, “DON’T PAY! JUST WALK IN!
I DID! DON’T PAY!” etc., until one
of my friends, who was not working at
the party, ended the disgusting display
by saying to her, “Excuse me, but you
have to pay to get into this party.” She
then receded into the darkness of Page
Lounge.
There were other incidents but I think
my point is made. Surely these finely
clothed people could spare three dollars
for a good cause. It was widely publi¬
cized that the party was to benefit Am¬
nesty—not just a group of Bates athletes
or a dorm or house—if that made any
difference. They could not plead igno¬
rance. Perhaps they do not believe in
guaranteed human rights. Perhaps they
support torture.
Where did these people develop their
substandard code of ethics? Perhaps
their parents set a poor example for
them, more likely they just lack suffi¬
cient moral fiber. Maybe they just
needed to save that three dollars for the
gas for their SAABs.
1 understand that by the time I ar¬
rived at the door it was already past
twelve, and people didn’t want to pay
for a party was only going to last for
about an hour more; but why couldn’t

they have waited an hour until their
friends came out if they wanted to do
something? Or why couldn’t they have
agreed to pay after being caught—which
some people did and 1 thank them for
that. Why couldn’t they have found a
beer any place else? They could have
come earlier or not at all. They could
have been polite. But they were not.
They were rude, irritating, and insen¬
sitive.
Why didn’t we do anything to forci¬
bly prevent these people from entering?
Well, we did our best but unfortunately,
people do not seem intimidated by three
females—all 5'6" and under. It also
seems hypocritical for a peace-promot¬
ing organization to rely on the threat of
physical punishment for those refusing
to pay.
I realize that this must happen at
every party. I also feel obligated to point
out that I am far from morally perfect.
I am just disappointed that students
would demonstrate such a lack of shame,
and even pride, in their behavior. They
took advantage of the band and bever¬
age provided for the paying students
when three dollars was certainly within
their budgets—especially when it went
towards your better-than-average good
cause.
Sincerely,
Carolyn Betz ’91
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Before you take another bite, think about the fact that a diet high
in cholesterol and fat can load your blood with cholesterol, which
raises your chance of heart attack. In fact, more Americans may
die by the fork than by any other weapon.

American Heart Association
'WE'RE FIGHTING FOR YOUR LIFE

Express Yourself!
The Bates Student is always looking for journalistic writing with a cre¬
ative, humorous, or opinionated bent. We welcome unsolicited sub¬
missions from all students and faculty of columns and opinion pieces
for publication. If interested, please contact Chris Janak, Editorials
Editor, at the Student office, 224 Chase (783-7108) or at 782-9396.
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Soviet Education is Different From Bates
If somebody had told me a year ago
that I would be studying in the USA this
year, I would have said “you are a
liar.” Now I am here and I am used to
America already. So many unbelievable
things have happened to me that I have
lost my ability to wonder.
Before coming, I had completed three
years in the Latvian State University
(LSU). Now, in the second half of my
year at Bates College, I can compare
these schools. I can see the interesting
differences and important similarities
between the universities in the USSR
and the liberal arts colleges in the USA.
In my impression, there is a big differ¬
ence between schools in the USA and
the USSR. It is even hard to compare
them because the whole idea about edu¬
cation is different. The Soviet educa-

Technical people later have difficulties
when they are required to write.
Styles of education are very different
too. I had around thirty-six hours of lec¬
tures and laboratories every week last
year in LSU. Every lecture was an hour
and a half with a small break in the mid-

That heavy lecture amount also af¬
fects some students’ attitudes toward
them. I used to go to cinema during bor¬
ing lectures. I missed approximately
20% of all my lectures. Such an attitude
would be unacceptable for a good stu¬
dent at Bates. It is understandable be¬
cause at Bates everybody chooses
courses that he or she likes; I couldn’t do

“Students in the USSR
have long and fatiguing
work days six days a week,
and not all that time is
used efficiently. I have an
impression that students in
the USA are a privileged
class; that is not the case in
the USSR.”

Maris Detlav
tional system after high school is special¬
ized. Applicants apply to particular spe¬
cialties—applied mathematics, Latvian,
English—when they enter LSU.
This means that they are going to
study a special program for that spe¬
cialty and they will get a diploma in that
specialty. This is the straightforward
way to give specialized education in five
years after high school. It is very impor¬
tant for some professionals, especially
for scientists, to start their activities as
fast as possible.
Most important scientists generally
made their notable explorations as
young adults. On the other hand, there
are a lot of places where people don’t
need a specialized education. It is not
very rational to use these technically ed¬
ucated people as managers, or in similar
positions, as is often the case in the
USSR.
The American liberal arts college
doesn’t offer diplomas in specialties; for
a lot of jobs people have to continue edu¬
cation in graduate schools. Therefore
American education is for two to four
years longer for many specialties. If
Americans are so wealthy and can afford
such a long education, then it is a nice
opportunity to have it.
Also, the free choice of courses Ameri¬
can students have is appealing. The
good point about the liberal arts educa¬
tion is that it gives general knowledge; it
teaches to think and most important > to
write. There are a lot of jobs where a
general education is required, where jpb
related things can be taught only in the
work place. It is not good that for techni¬
cal specialties and science majors in the
USSR writing is not required by the
University, where writing really coupts.

where understanding is more important
than memorization of facts, but it was
hard for professors to decide which ma¬
terial to allow students to use. So, some¬
times, it looked really ridiculous that a
bunch of people were pretending that
they didn’t do something that everybody
knew was taking place. Actually, you
could find something like that in my so¬
ciety in some other things, too.
Study conditions are very different,
too. Studying at Bates College is a plea¬
sure. Bates has all these nice facilities in¬
cluding two gymnasiums, a swimming
pool, a football field, a couple of soccer

die and I had three or four of them every
day including Saturdays. Of course it
means that the students in USSR are not
doing a lot of homework, because it is
impossible to do something that counts
after such a day, especially if students
want to do something else outside of
studying. This is not the best way to
study, and there are now reforms in the
educational system of USSR. The key
issue in reforms is to place more stress
on students’ individual work. I know
that this year my acquaintances in Lat¬
via have seventy minute lectures instead
of two forty five minute sessions. In
USSR, students are forced to study. In
USA as long as they are passing exams,
they are usually fine. The idea that stu¬
dents have to study by themselves is re¬
ally good, but I don’t have an impres¬
sion that the average student at Bates
spends thirty six hours in classes and in
preparing homework every week.

that back in Latvia,
The attitude in LSU toward exams is
completely different too. It was almost
impossible to cope with such a mass of
material that we had for each exam
there. So in exams I had to answer about
larger amounts of material than I could
know completely. As a result sometimes
in exams we were using additional mate¬
rials prepared before exams such as what
Americans call cheat sheets, or even lec¬
ture notes. We were not supposed to do
this, but it is a very common thing in
our university.lt is also a rather contro¬
versial thing, because professors knew
about it.
They could count that in your answer
easily, because exams mostly are oral,
and it is not so hard to find out the true
knowledge of a student. Some professors
preferred a good answer with additional
material to a bad one without. It is really
understandable for mathematics exams

fields, and more than ten tennis courts.
Even better is that I live on campus,
next to my labs and lecture halls.
Everybody is free from small every¬
day problems, so it is possible to spend
all your time studying—and to have
some good times, too. The only thing to
worry about is not to forget to change
money for the laundry or to look at your
watch in order not to miss meals. There
are only a few universities in USSR with
similar living conditions. I hope that we
will have schools like Bates in Latvia in
the near future, but now studying condi¬
tions are totally different.
Last year I got up every morning at
seven, had a quick breakfast and spent
an hour in public transportation. LSU
is in the center of Riga in beautiful old
buildings. It is nice to be in the heart of
a big city but it doesn’t help in studies.
After eight hours I travelled home again.
Such is a typical case for a student in the
USSR. Students there have long and
fatiguing work days six days a week, and
not all that time is used efficiently. I
have an impression that students in the
USA are a privileged class; that is not
the case in the USSR.
Things in the USSR tend to be more
uniform than in the USA, but this
doesn’t mean that all students in USSR
have the same experience as I. It is also
an exciting time of change in USSR and
in my homeland particularly, and after
a short time a lot of things I am writing
about will be different.
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FORUM

Oh Beloved Topic!: Abortion and Amniocentesis
About a month back, my parents sent
me an article from Time Magazine writ¬
ten by a catholic writer from India. In
the article, she stated what she saw as an
insurmountable problem inherent to the
feminist position on abortion. This col¬
umn will be concerned with a reply to
that article.
The problem is as follows. In India,
females are more of a burden on a family
than men: the family must put up a
dowry for marriage, unmarried women
must stay with the family, and women
cannot have paying jobs, therefore
hindering the economic health of the
family. Now the relation with abortion.
Amniocentesis can be used to deter¬
mine the sex of the fetus long before it is
born, indeed, while it is still capable of
being easily and safely aborted. The sta¬
tistic runs like this: if you are a female
fetus, you run a much higher chance of
being aborted than if you were male.
Now, supposedly, feminists are ap¬
palled to hear that the sex of the fetus is
being used as major grounds for abor¬
tion. On the surface, it seems like a
rather sexist act. Again, on the surface,
it seems as if it is some kind of legal sex¬
ism. The problem, so stated the writer
from Time, was that feminists wanted to
allow women choice as to whether or not
to have an abortion, but don’t want the
sex of the fetus to have impact on the
decision.
They cannot have it both
ways. By letting women choose, they
allow for that choice to be grounded on
sexist reasoning.
This seems like a enormous problem
for people arguing the pro-choice line.
It seems as if we have to give up one of
the two propositions. We must either
restrict choice or allow sexist reasoning
to impact the abortion decision. In the
last month or so, I’ve been grappling

with this supposed problem, trying to
find a flaw in this simple line of argu¬
ment.
First of all, the obvious solution seems
to be restricting the information avail¬
able to the parents about the fetus’ sex.
This is a bad solution, since it impinges
on the rights of the parents. Such a law
is likely to have negative effects as well
as positive. Parents who have genuine
reasons to know their child’s sex will be
denied, and certainly parents who are
rich enough or know the right person
will get around it.
Perhaps the misgivings stem from re¬
maining doubt about the status of the fe¬
tus. If we still have doubt whether or
not a fetus at eight weeks is a moral be¬
ing or not, then this will have impact on
the abortion decision. But this is not rel¬
evant to the problem at hand, because it
applies equally to all abortion decisions.
If one is doubtful about the status of

John Buckman
a fetus, one will have doubt concerning
abortion. What we are trying to derive
here is the nature of the feminists’ com¬
plaint. We are trying to obtain the rea¬
son why a feminist would disapprove of
an abortion decision based on the sex of
the fetus. A feminist, we can assume,
would have little or no doubts concern¬
ing the status of the fetus.
Let us use another example. Suppose
a couple desires two children, one male
and one female (a reasonable notion).
The couple has already had one girl, so
that now they want a boy. Now suppose
that they were able to find the sperm that
would result in male offspring and con¬
ceived it “in vitro.” (science can actu¬
ally do this)
If they found that the

“being” on the test tube was by accident
female, they would kill it and try again.
Would such an action distress us?
The argument that man should not
“play God” is basically worthless, and I
won’t spend the time here to refute it.

“What the feminists object
to is not the actuality of a
sex-based abortion deci¬
sion, but to the sexist mo¬
rality of India. It has been
shown that feminists have
no problem with allowing
an abortion to be per¬
formed on account of the
fetus’s sex. The objection
lies in the sexist morality
of India.”_
Perhaps one could argue that in theory
there is nothing wrong with the practice,
but in practice it would result in birth de¬
fects, etc. This is a totally different ar¬
gument, and depends entirely on the
current state of science. This argument
is much more worthwhile, but it could
be the subject of a paper in itself, so we
shall now leave it alone. It seems that we
have no objection to that couple’s ac¬
tion.
Now suppose that instead of deter¬
mining the child’s sex before conception,
the parents determined their child’s sex
after conception (i.e. with a sex-based
abortion decision).
Assuming, of
course, that this couple believes without
doubt that the fetus at amniocentesis has
no rights and can be aborted without
qualms. This is not a fantastic claim.
Most people use phrases like “just a
little clump” or “a bunch of cells” to de¬

scribe a fetus at eight weeks. I believe
that there is nothing absurd in a sex
based abortion decision. If we had no
problem with the first example (the in
vitro conception) and can find no rele¬
vant difference between that example
and the present one we must be willing
to admit that a sex-based abortion deci¬
sion is morally legitimate.
Of course, if you feel that the crucial
difference is that the baby is conceived
in the womb, or that it is at eight weeks
instead of 10 minutes, then you will have
to supply an argument as to why and
how that should effect the moral value
of a sex-based abortion decision. But,
clearly, a feminist does not hold either
of these propositions as true. We must
remember to keep at our task of finding
why a feminist would object.
What I conclude from this is that fem¬
inist’s objection lies in the fact that the
sex-based abortion decision is the prod¬
uct of a sexist morality. The problem
lies in the fact that the morality which
effects the abortion decision is itself sex¬
ist. We found that the feminist would
have no objection to a sex-based abor¬
tion decision if it were based on different
grounds. The feminist does object to the
decision which is grounded in India’s
sexist morality.
So where does that leave us in rele¬
vance to the initial objection raised by
the Catholic writer from Time? Simply,
what the feminists object to is not the
actuality of a sex-based abortion deci¬
sion, but to the sexist morality oflndia.
It has been shown that feminists have no
problem with allowing an abortion to be
performed on account of the fetus’s sex.
The objection lies in the sexist morality
of India.
Thus we have shifted the
blame from an apparent conflict in femi¬
nist ideals to a problem in morality.
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Does Bates have a responsibility to the homeless?
Jyotika Vazirani
Photographer t

Tom Baird ’92 “Well, ideally, through
organizations such as the Campus Asso¬
ciation, yes, Bates should. And morally
Bates should. But I don’t know hon¬
estly.”

Larry Carbonneau ’90 “Yes, because
as a part of the Lewiston-Auburn com¬
munity we need to give back something
that we have taken.”

Jacques Bazile ’90 “I think we should
contribute to the community to help pre¬
vent homelessness.”
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Jane Simpson ’89 “I don’t know that
we have a responsibility to the homeless,
but I think we can do something for
them. ’ ’

